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Livelihoods

In Nawalparasi, agriculture, which includes
a combination of subsistence farming of
cereal, oil seeds and livestock rearing, is the
main source of living.  Members of many
HHs engage in agricultural labour to earn
daily wages. Some families grow crops on
someone else's land sharing the produce
with the landowner. Few families' rear
livestock, particularly goats and buffalos,
on a similar shared basis; young stock
belonging to wealthier owners are reared by
poor families. When sold, the proceeds are
shared between the owner and the grower.
Some families loan their land as collateral
for cash until they pay off their debts. In
such cases the money lender cultivates crops
in place of interest on his/her loan.

Fishing, collection of thatch and non timber
forest products from the forests are other

alternative source of income.  Members of
 alternative source of income.  Members of
few families have migrated abroad to earn
extra money for their families. Magar
communities in the upstream of Baulaha
Khola brew liquor to sell in the markets
downstream as an additional source of
income. The downstream Bote communities
in Pragatinagar sieve sand and gravel in the
Baulaha Khola ford to sell.

Land, forests and water are the natural
resources available at different scales of
accessibility and quality to communities in
these areas. Almost all communities have
access to forests nearby for both timber and
non timber products. These resources are
depleting and no longer sufficient to fulfil
the demands of the increasing human
population. The availability of resources for
particular communities is discussed in
subsequent chapters.

Table 1.2 Demography of Project beneficiaries in Nawalparasi
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Bote and Brahman

Brahmin, Tharu Chhetri and Magar

Brahmin, Chhetri and Magar

Tharu

Dalit, Brahman, Magar and Bote

Brahman, Chhetri and Magar

Magar

Magar

Magar

Magar

Bote Tole

Laxmipur

Gaidi

Tharu Tole

Pragatinagar Total

Keurini

Kadampur

Bandipur

Mirtung

Dibyapuri Total

Kirtipur

Kumsot

Devchuli Total

Nawalparasi Total

45

70

175*

16

306

86

81

73

27

267

97

33

130

703

137

166

538

59

900

261

218

224

82

785

512

75

587

2272

111

174

498

57

840

251

307

213

81

852

461

78

539

2231

248

340

1036

116

1740

512

525

437

163

1637

973

153

1126

4503
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* inintial plan was to target 13 HH (40+37 population)
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