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Economy of Himachal Pradesh (HP) has high reliance on climate-sensitive sectors such as Agri-horticulture, 
forests, tourism, infrastructure sectors etc. Climate change poses a serious threat to these sectors and has a 
huge bearing on the state’s economy and livelihood security of the majority of the population. State Govern-
ment has taken up several initiatives to address the impacts of climate change, such as

Available data and its assessment indicate that there is a con-

siderable knowledge gap about the natural resources and 

their vulnerability to climate change in the State of HP. There 

is also a need for trained human resources, an institutional 

setup and policy imperatives to tackle climate change issues. 

The synergy that exists at present in the integration of climate 

change measures into State policies and the programme 

requires further improvements with Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs)better coordination and networking 

among key stakeholders. 

Himachal Pradesh’s State Action Plan on Climate Change 

(SAPCC) as part of the State Mission for Climate Change Stra-

tegic Knowledge and Information has clearly articulated key 

issues and challenges in this regard and defined priorities in 

line with NDC and state-specific Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) 2030 targets, which include:

AVAILABLE DATA AND 
ITS ASSESSMENT 
INDICATE THAT THERE 
IS A CONSIDERABLE 
KNOWLEDGE GAP ABOUT 
THE NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND THEIR VULNERABILITY 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE IN 
THE STATE OF HP.

Development and 

revision of a 

comprehensive State 

Climate Change Action 

Plan (SAPCC) aligned to 

India’s Nationally 

Determined Contribution 

(NDC), the National 

Action Plan on Climate 

Change (NAPCC) and the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 

Agenda.

State Level Climate 

Change Knowledge Cell 

under national mission 

sustainable himalyan 

ecosystem.

Climate Change 

Vulnerability and risk 

assessment studies 

undertaken to 

strengthen the 

knowledge base and 

understanding of the 

effects of climate 

change on vulnerable 

groups, regions and 

sectors.

State Level Disaster 

Management Authority 

with synergies to the 

Climate Change Cell

Strengthening of the 
institutional framework 
in Himachal Pradesh 
dealing with climate 
change adaptation and 
mitigation action.

Providing institutional 
support for the 
formation of Climate 
Change knowledge 
network in the state.

Initiatives on mapping 
of the Climate Change 
knowledge base and 
data resources.
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HP Knowledge Network on Climate Change and Disas-
ter Risk Reduction (HPKNCC & DRR) will bring together 
policymakers, adaptation researchers, private and other 
non-governmental sectors at State and regional levels 
in order to support the objectives outlined above of the 
State Mission for Climate Change Strategic Knowledge 
and Information.
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A
OBJECTIVE
The HPKNCC has the following objectives to:

Promote dialogue, improve the exchange of 

knowledge, information and methods by creating 

a regional knowledge sharing system.

Engage different stakeholders from various 

backgrounds and promote an exchange of 

knowledge and experiences. The knowledge 

network will facilitate the institutionalisation of a 

learning process across this diverse set of actors.

Facilitate the collection, generation of new 

climate change adaptation and mitigation 

knowledge promoting understanding and 

providing guidance relevant to the development 

and implementation of climate change actions, 

plans and programmes.

Facilitate the application of climate change 

knowledge in policymaking through the 

established science-policy interface.
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GIZ as part of the Indo-

German Project ‘Climate 
Adaptation and Finance in 
Rural India’ is supporting 

DEST through HPKCCC in 

defining the criteria for 

stakeholder engagement and 

operationalising HPKNCC. The 

project is implemented by GIZ 

India on behalf of the German 

Federal Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ). In cooperation with the 

knowledge partners, relevant 

topics and working groups 

will be defined. 



X HIMACHAL PRADESH KNOWLEDGE NETWORK ON CLIMATE CHANGE & DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

B
STRATEGY
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Operationalisation of Objective

Organisational Structure, Roles & Responsibilities

Knowledge Network is set up and coordinated by the Himachal Pradesh 
Knowledge Cell on Climate Change (HPKCCC) at the Department of 
Environment, Science and Technology (DEST). Based on a set of agreed 
criteria, DEST will identify thematic leads and partners for the knowledge 
network. These stakeholders will then be approached and asked to become 
knowledge partners for the network. Each knowledge partner will be made 
aware of his role, function and responsibilities within the network. GIZ as part 
of the Indo-German Project ‘Climate Adaptation and Finance in Rural India’ 
is supporting DEST through HPKCCC in defining the criteria for stakeholder 
engagement and operationalising HPKNCC. The project is implemented by 
GIZ India on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ). In cooperation with the knowledge partners, relevant 
topics and working groups will be defined. These will be included in a detailed 
action plan for the Knowledge Network. A knowledge conclave on climate 
change shall serve as a kick-off event.

HPKNCC & DRR will be guided by a Steering Committee, which will provide 
vision and strategic direction for the functioning of the Network. The Steering 
Committee shall oversee and approve guidelines, operating procedures, the 
annual plan of action etc. of the knowledge network. The members shall also 
contribute to communicating the Network’s goals and activities to relevant 
stakeholders. The Network’s Steering Committee shall include members 
with representation from line departments, experts at local/regional level, 
adaptation/mitigation practitioners and from bilateral donor agencies. 

Department of Environment, Science & Technology (DEST) would be the 
nodal department responsible for the design, development, maintenance, 
and management of the network. The Network shall be linked to the Climate 

Change Reference Centre (CCRC) at DEST. CCRC will be the focal point for 
the Network and shall support exchange and dialogue. The CCRC will have 
complete data sets, background information and tools relevant to the functional 
process of the knowledge network. 

All relevant departments will nominate nodal officers for the Knowledge 
Network who will be reference points for stakeholder communication, facilitate, 
provide information, and support the Network’s activities. The nodal officers will 
also ensure the institutionalisation of stakeholder participation. Memorandums 
of Understanding (MoU) will be signed with different stakeholders to 
institutionalise their participation. The nodal officers from different departments 
will be responsible for setting targets under such MoUs.

The re-notified State Knowledge Platform for Climate Change & Disaster 

Risk Reduction (SKPCCDRR) will serve as a reference common point for the 
Network and shall function as a guiding body used for knowledge exchange. 
The platform on DRMCC meets at least once a year and reviews the progress 
made in the field of climate change & disaster management. Since the 
platform on DRMCC also advises regarding coordination between the State 
Government Departments, District administration, local governments, and civil 
society organisations for the development of Disaster Risk Reduction, there is 
great opportunity for bringing synergies with the Knowledge Network which 
shall be harnessed.

Working groups for different topics shall be formed to enable focussed 
discussions and learning. The working groups will be defined on a needs-basis 
by the Steering committee.

The re-notified State 
Knowledge 
Platform 
for Climate 
Change & 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 
(SKPCCDRR) will 
serve as a reference 
common point for 
the Network and 
shall function as a 
guiding body used for 
knowledge exchange.
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Knowledge Network

Setup Knowledge 
sharing system

Member: Academia, Governmental department, NGOs, bilateral and multilateral organisation, communities, government agencies

KNOWLEDGE LEARNING RESEARCH TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Generate data/ 
knowledge

Apply new & existing 
knowledge

Thematic Working Group

DEST

Steering Commitee

Definition on needs basis through Steering Committee

Nodal Department 
for design, 
development, 
maintenance and 
management

Climage Change 
Reference Center

Platform on Disaster 
Risk Reduction and 

Climate Change

Provides vision and strategic direction; Oversees and approves activities; M&E

Monitoring and Evaluation All the activities of the HPKNCC & DRR shall be monitored and reviewed in a process by the 
steering committee and such monitoring and evaluation will be carried out on annual basis and reports shall be prepared.

Guiding Principles for the Monitoring and Evaluation of the Network

EQUITY

To assess the partnership of 

social groups

IMPACT

Does SAPCC contributed to high 

level development objectives of 

SDG, Vision document

EFFICACY

Assessing economic performance 

indicators are achieved

SUSTAINABILITY

Assess that the actions 

will be maintained over 

economic life investment

RELEVANCE

SAPCC outcomes 

strategically aligned to 

NDCs, SDGs, National 

priorities

EFFECTIVENESS

Actions under SAPCC 

are achieved

HPKNCC
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Finance

Significant financing is needed for implementing the networking 
processes. Activities will need to combine a range of potential sources 
of finance - private and public, international, and domestic - to meet this 
requirement.

The sources of finance for the activities under HPKNCC & DRR shall 
primarily be met out from the GIA (Grant in Aid) from the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) and the State Plan 
budget allocated for the climate change sector annually through the 
Nodal Department.

The HPKNCC & DRRactivities shall also be undertaken with support from 
bilateral donors and partners.  The Nodal Department can also aim to 
engage with one such core funding agency for a particular period. 

The HPKNCC&DRR shall explore and work continually to seek new 
funding partners and collaborations for future activities. The knowledge 
network shall contribute to enhancing bilateral support for adaptation and 
climate-sensitive sectors through coordination, with donors to ensure that 
bilateral programs align with the priorities they set out in their processes.

Implementing the 
networking processes. 
Activities will need to 
combine a range of 
potential sources of 

finance - Private 
and Public, 
International, 
and domestic 
- to meet this 
requirement.
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FUNCTIONS OF 
KNOWLEDGE NETWORK
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The HPKNCC will function under the following three major elements:

Knowledge and 
Learning

Research Technical 
Support

Knowledge and Learning

HPKNCC shall work towards strengthening information and data on climate change by creating mechanisms for generating, 
sharing, and learning amongst different stakeholders in the state. In order to function under this element, the HPKNCC shall 
work through the following three areas:

Knowledge

Synthesise and tailor the content 
of evidence and learning on 
climate-resilient development 
and climate mitigation from 
relevant sources and other 
national and international 
climate programmes to produce 
state-specific knowledge and 
tools that support policy design 
and implementation.

Engagement  

HPKNCC &DRR shallbe 
focussed on the state of HP, 
but also engage in the entire 
Indian Himalayan Region(IHR) 
and nationally to ensure that 
the knowledge available is 
accessed, used, and achieves 
impact. The HPKNCC & DRR 
shall share the latest climate 
information and learning to 
enhance knowledge and 
inform key debates, projects, 
programmes.

Digitisation

Digital content and web-based 
climate change (adaptation/ 
mitigation) knowledge platforms 
provide instant access to 
share information, evidence 
and guidance for supporting 
decision making on adaptation 
or mitigation planning. The 
HPKNCC shall provide digital 
content through appropriate 
channels and relevant 
knowledge portals/ platforms to 
the identified stakeholders.
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Collaborating and partnering with the capacity building 
and knowledge exchange programmes managed by 
various entities.  

Focus to generate, collect and disseminate 
fundamentally new climate science focused on the IHR 
and HP specifically, 

Engage a process for implementing action-research 
projects for the priority sector.

Coordinate and mobilise investment for NDC 
implementation in the area through projects and 
programmes. 

Establish interlinkages and coordinate synergies 
between SAPCC, State SDG 2030 (SDG Target 13.1, 
13.2 and 13.3) and the state level targets for the Sendai 
Framework for disaster risk reduction.

Research

HPKNCC shall support demand-led, policy-relevant, applied research, through universities, institutions, private sector partners 
as well as NGOs and community-based organisations(CBOs). The HPKNCCwill focus on projects that demonstrate scientific 
excellence, respond to identified needs and demands and generate policy-relevant evidence. HPKNCC shall value innovative, 
game-changing research within the context of building climate resilience.

HPKNCC shall also oversee the ongoing research, knowledge management and technical advisory programmes, projects on 
climate change which may include:
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Technical Support

HPKNCC under this element shall extend tailored and demand-driven technical support services to assist the decision-makers 
in the design and delivery of climate-resilient actions, through policies and practices.The HPKNCC shall act as a catalyst to 
maximise the availability of finance, increasing flows of climate finance and development funding.

Apart from the three functions, all actions will focus on the following overarching areas for all functions:

National Policy Action

HPKNCC

Knowledge & Learning Sharing Technical support

Private SectorGender

Knowledge Demand Drived 

Technical support

Enagagement Tailored 

Data

Peer learning Funding

Investment Collaborating New climate data Research projects

Research

State  Policy  Action (SAPCC, SDG 2030, Sendai Framework)

Network shall support 
state-level commitments and 
implementation for SAPCCs, 
Sendai and SDGs which in turn 
support national policy 
objectives, and shall extend 
administrative, strategic and 
technical assistance to achieve 
the set goals as per the 
timeline. The process adopted 
shall be state-driven, 
non-prescriptive and avoid 
duplication of efforts.
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state-level commitments and 
implementation for SAPCCs, 
Sendai and SDGs which in turn 
support national policy 
objectives, and shall extend 
administrative, strategic and 
technical assistance to achieve 
the set goals as per the 
timeline. The process adopted 
shall be state-driven, 
non-prescriptive and avoid 
duplication of efforts.
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er HPKNCC shall strengthen and 
incentivize private sector 
engagement for climate 
change action in the state. This 
shall be facilitated by 
promotingdialogues, providing 
platforms and necessary 
information to private and 
public stakeholders to take 
climate action.
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An Indicative List of Partners

Networking

The network shall partner with leading organisations and institutes from the research, academia, and implementation sphere 
in the state with a commitment to work together towards a climate-resilient future by collaborating in the research, generation, 
management, implementation of actions and sharing of knowledge. 

This is e indicative list is as under of focus area of thematic engagement; E.g

Academic Institutions Technical Focus Area

CSK HP Agriculture University Palampur Climate Change and Agriculture, climate modelling; agriculture extension 

and advisory  

UHF (Dr Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture & 

Forestry, Nauni, Solan, HP.)

Climate change & horticulture, need & location-based advisory support 

through KVKs

C.S.I.R - Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology Technology transfer & Business Development and Marketing advisory 

Central University Consultancy related to environment management

Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi, HP. Environmental Engineering, Research & Development programmes

National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur, HP. Environmental Engineering, hydrology, consultancy related to environment 

management

Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, HP. Eco-restoration of cold deserts & mined areas, Popularisation of 

agroforestry

G.B. Pant ‘National Institute of Himalayan Environment’ (NIHE) In-depth research and development studies on environmental problems of 

the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR)

National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, Phagli, Shimla Conservation of plant genetic resources

Academic Institutions NGOs Bilateral/ Multilateral

Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture 

& Forestry, Nauni, Solan, HP. CSK HP Agriculture 

University Palampur, Kangra, HP

CSIR- Institute of Himalayan Bioresource (IHBT) 

Palampur

Central University, Dharamsala, Kangra, HP.

Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi, HP.

National Institute of Technology (NIT) Hamirpur, H.P. 

Himachal Pradesh Forest Research Institute (HFRI)

GB Pant National Institute of Himalayan 

Environment’(NIHE)NBPGR, Shimla.

WWF

CSD

Voice

Healing Himalayas

TERI

GIZ

SDC

AFD

ADB

UNDP

UNEP

GGGI

WB



HIMACHAL PRADESH KNOWLEDGE NETWORK ON CLIMATE CHANGE & DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 12

NGOs Technical Focus Area

World Wide Fund for Nature Climate change adaptation, renewable energy, climate protection, wildlife protection

Council for Social Development Education, gender, rural development & agriculture

Voice Civic Issues, Ecotourism, Rural Development & Poverty Alleviation, Vocational Training, 

Women Development & Empowerment

Healing Himalayas Waste management, community awareness programmes

TERI Energy, environment, and sustainable development

Bilateral/ Multilateral Technical Focus Area

GIZ (German Development Cooperation) Mainstreaming CC into development planning, building capacities of 

vulnerable target groups/stakeholders 

SDC (Swiss Development Cooperation) CCA, sustainable forestry, funding climate protection

AFD (Agence Francaise de Developpement, French 

Development Cooperation)

Climate, biodiversity, peace, education, urban development, health and 

governance

ADB (Asian Development Bank) Agriculture, natural resources & rural development 

UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) Conservation of environment & natural resources, sustainable human 

development 

UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) Protecting and restoring ecosystems and biodiversity

GGGI (Global Green Growth Institute) Green finance around energy and water security, capacity building

WB (World Bank) Climate change adaptation, sustainable development
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D
FOCUS AREA
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Modes of Engagement

The HPKNCC shall take initiatives through the following modes:

Organise conferences, seminars, workshops for 
governance resolutions, exposure visits

Support & facilitate Public-private partnerships

Green & Climate Resilient Education

Deliberation on important issues through virtual modes, 
multimedia platforms etc. 

Developing knowledge products

The focus areas of HPKNCC will be linked with the issues and priorities 
listed out in the SAPCC, SDG 2030 vision document and the State Disaster 
Management Plan. Working groups will be formed and organised with experts 
from participating organisations on priority themes and topics. The topics for 
the working groups shall be defined, primarily on climate change adaptation, 
mitigation, and disaster risk reduction. 

A possible indicative list of themes, including cross-cutting topics, around which 
the HPKNCC shall orient its functions and working as under: 

• Climate Change Adaptation

• Climate Mitigation

• Biodiversity

• Energy (Renewable energy/
energy efficiency)

• Transport

• Ecosystem-Based Adaptation

• Risk & resilience

• Market Mechanisms

• Health- Epidemics

• Adaptation Planning and 
Governance

• Government 
procurement 

• Standard and regulations

• Indicators and measurements

• Agriculture & Horticulture 
including Agri-supply chain

• Water

• Forests

• Fisheries

• Tourism

• Waste management

• Technology & innovations, best 
practices

• Consumption patterns and 
sustainable lifestyle.

• Infrastructure Development

• Climate Finance and Fiscal 
Instruments

• Poverty- Equality

• Green Jobs

• Research and knowledge 
management

• Industry and investment

• Town Planning and Urban 
Development

• Rural Development

The focus areas of 
HPKNCC will be linked 
with the issues and 
priorities listed out 

in the SAPCC, 
SDG 2030 
vision document 
and the State Disaster 
Management Plan.
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Modes of 
Engagement 

HPKNCC&DRR

Green 
Education

Support 
PPPs

Events 
Exposure 

visits

Multimedia 
Events

Knowledge 
Product
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ANNEX-I 
Notification from Revenue Department on State Knowledge Platform for Climate Change and Disaster Risk 
Reduction.
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Department of Environment, Science and Technology 
Government of Himachal Pradesh 

Paryavaran Bhawan, Shimla-171001 (India) 

Phone No. +91-177-2656559, 2659608 Fax: 2659609

Web Site: https://www.desthp.nic.in 

E-mail: dbt-hp@nic.in


