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*SPTH[L�JOHUNL�PZ�H�YLHSP[`�[OH[�UV^�HќLJ[Z�L]LY`�YLNPVU�VM�[OL�̂ VYSK��;OL�O\THU�PTWSPJH[PVUZ�VM�J\YYLU[S`�
WYVQLJ[LK�SL]LSZ�VM�NSVIHS�OLH[PUN�HYL�JH[HZ[YVWOPJ��:[VYTZ�HYL�YPZPUN�HUK�[PKLZ�JV\SK�Z\ITLYNL�LU[PYL�
PZSHUK�UH[PVUZ�HUK�JVHZ[HS�JP[PLZ��-PYLZ�YHNL�[OYV\NO�V\Y�MVYLZ[Z��HUK�[OL�PJL�PZ�TLS[PUN��>L�HYL�I\YUPUN�
up our future – literally.

—Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,  

opening statement to the 42nd session of the Human Rights Council,  

9 September 2019
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�࠮ Human rights are not systematically referenced in National Adaptation Plans 
(NAPs). Few countries directly mention human rights at all, let alone in a way that 

guides any part of the NAP process. 

�࠮ States’ obligations under international human rights treaties should be more 
clearly emphasized. ;OL�JOHSSLUNL�PZ�OV^�[V�KV�[OPZ�PU�H�̂ H`�[OH[�̂ PSS�SLHK�[V�TLHUPUNM\S�
\ZL� VM� H� O\THU�YPNO[Z� IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� PU� [OL� KLZPNU� VM� M\[\YL�5(7Z��7SHUULYZ� HUK�
KLJPZPVU�THRLYZ�ULLK�[V�HWWYLJPH[L�[OL�HKKLK�]HS\L�VM�\ZPUN�H�O\THU�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�
approach to NAP planning and implementation. 

�࠮ An array of thematic NAP guidance has been produced on the topics of forestry, 
gender, water, human settlements, agriculture, and health, but none provide a 
holistic approach to human rights.�0UZ[LHK��HZ�[OL�5(7Z�[OLTZLS]LZ�ZOV �̂�N\PKHUJL�
PZ�VM[LU�MVYT\SH[LK�HYV\UK�H�ZWLJPÄJ�ZLJ[VY��Z\JO�HZ�LX\HSP[ �̀�MVVK��VY�^H[LY��^P[OV\[�
ULJLZZHYPS`� \ZPUN� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� SHUN\HNL� [V� \UKLYZJVYL� [OL�:[H[L»Z� VISPNH[PVU� [V� M\SÄS�
[OVZL�YPNO[Z�HUK�[V�YLJVNUPaL�HUK�HKKYLZZ�[OL�\UPX\L�ULLKZ�VM�]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ�HUK�
communities.  

�࠮ Human rights are both directly and indirectly referenced in all 15 NAPs, but in 
very diverse ways.�;OPZ� YLÅLJ[Z� [OL�JVU[L_[�ZWLJPÄJ�UH[\YL�VM�HKHW[H[PVU�WSHUUPUN��
^P[O�LHJO�WSHU�KLZJYPIPUN�H�JV\U[Y`»Z�\UPX\L�]\SULYHIPSP[PLZ��WYPVYP[PLZ��HUK�JHWHJP[PLZ���

�࠮ 4V]PUN�MVY^HYK��5(7�HJ[VYZ�HUK�Z[HRLOVSKLYZ�JHU�YLÄUL�HUK�KL]LSVW�KL[HPSLK�
guidance on social, political, administrative, and legal entry points for human 
rights-based approaches to be integrated into the NAP process.

Key Messages

v
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1.    See https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Pages/national-adaptation-plans.aspx.  Uruguay only provides an executive summary and 
NAP for its agriculture sector.

2.    See http://climatecasechart.com/climate-change-litigation/non-us-case/urgenda-foundation-v-kingdom-of-the-netherlands/

([� [OL� ��[O� *VUMLYLUJL� VM� [OL� 7HY[PLZ� �*67���� [V�
[OL� <5� -YHTL^VYR� *VU]LU[PVU� VU� *SPTH[L� *OHUNL�
�<5-***���WHY[PLZ�HNYLLK�[OH[�SLHZ[�KL]LSVWLK�JV\U[Y`�
�3+*�� WHY[PLZ� ^PSS� MVYT\SH[L� HUK� PTWSLTLU[� UH[PVUHS�
HKHW[H[PVU�WSHUZ��5(7Z��[OH[�I\PSK�VU�[OLPY�L_WLYPLUJL�
in preparing and implementing national adaptation 

programmes of action in order to identify medium- and 

SVUN�[LYT� HKHW[H[PVU� ULLKZ� MVSSV^LK� I`� Z[YH[LNPLZ�
HUK�PU[LY]LU[PVUZ�[V�HKKYLZZ�[OLZL�ULLKZ��+LJPZPVU���
*7������6[OLY�KL]LSVWPUN�JV\U[Y`�WHY[PLZ�^LYL� PU]P[LK�
[V�KL]LSVW� [OL� ZHTL�^OPSL�KL]LSVWLK�JV\U[YPLZ�^LYL�
HZRLK� [V� Z\WWVY[� [OLZL�KL]LSVWPUN�JV\U[Y`�WHY[PLZ� PU�
formulating and implementing their NAPs. Furthermore, 

the Paris Agreement instructs LDCs to formulate and 

implement NAPs and communicate these through an 

“adaptation communication” or through the nationally 

KL[LYTPULK�JVU[YPI\[PVUZ�[V�[OL�<5-***�

(Z�VM� ���5V]LTILY�����������KL]LSVWPUN�JV\U[YPLZ��
VM� ^OPJO� ��� HYL� 3+*Z�� OH]L� LP[OLY� PUP[PH[LK� HUK�VY�
SH\UJOLK� [OLPY� 5(7� WYVJLZZ�� 6M� [OLZL� JV\U[YPLZ�� ���
OH]L�Z\ITP[[LK�WYVWVZHSZ�[V�[OL�.YLLU�*SPTH[L�-\UK»Z�
Readiness and Preparatory Support Programme, and 

��� OH]L� OHK� [OLPY� WYVWVZHSZ� HWWYV]LK�� 0U� ������ ���
5(7Z�MYVT�KL]LSVWPUN�JV\U[YPLZ�^LYL�Z\ITP[[LK�[V�[OL�
NAP Central platform.1

;OL�3+*�,_WLY[�.YV\W��^OPJO�PZ�THUKH[LK�\UKLY�[OL�
<5-***� [V� WYV]PKL� [LJOUPJHS� N\PKHUJL� HUK� Z\WWVY[�
[V� 3+*Z�� PKLU[PÄLK� MV\Y� LSLTLU[Z� [OH[� MVYT� [OL� 5(7�
WYVJLZZ�� PUJS\KPUN!� ���� SH`PUN� [OL� NYV\UK^VYR� HUK�
HKKYLZZPUN� [OL� NHWZ"� ���� WYLWHYH[VY`� LSLTLU[Z"� ����
PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�Z[YH[LNPLZ"�HUK�����YLWVY[PUN��TVUP[VYPUN�
HUK�YL]PL �̂�,SLTLU[Z���HUK���^V\SK�[HRL�WSHJL�K\YPUN�
the planning phase, whilst element 3 would take 

place during the implementation phase and element 4 

K\YPUN�[OL�TVUP[VYPUN�HUK�L]HS\H[PVU�phase��<5-***�
3+*� ,_WLY[� .YV\W�� ������� 6US`� ZP_� 5(7Z� HYL� PU[V�
their implementation stage, particularly implementing 

HUK� THUHNPUN� HJ[PVUZ� [V� YLK\JL� ]\SULYHIPSP[`� HUK�
MHJPSP[H[L�[OL�PU[LNYH[PVU�VM�HKHW[H[PVU�PU[V�KL]LSVWTLU[�
planning through policies, projects, programs and other 

HJ[P]P[PLZ��;OPZ�TLHUZ� P[� PZ�Z[PSS� [VV�LHYS`� [V�HZZLZZ� [OL�

V\[JVTLZ�VM�[OLZL�5(7Z�HUK�]HYPV\Z�JV\U[YPLZ�HYL�H[�
KPќLYLU[�Z[HNLZ�VM�5(7�WSHUUPUN�HUK� PTWSLTLU[H[PVU��
;OPZ� VWLUZ� \W� VWWVY[\UP[PLZ� [V� PUMVYT� [OL� WYVJLZZ�
^P[O� PUZPNO[Z�VU�OV^� [V� PTWYV]L� ZLJ[VYHS� VY� [OLTH[PJ�
adaptation planning, and how to learn from the 

PTWSLTLU[H[PVU��;OLZL�PUZPNO[Z�JV\SK�IL�\ZLK�[V�[YHJR�
HKHW[H[PVU�WYVNYLZZ�HUK� PTWYV]L� M\[\YL�WSHUUPUN�HUK�
action.

(U� HYLH� [OH[� OHZ� ILLU� TPZZPUN� PU� 5(7� WSHUUPUN� PZ�
O\THU�YPNO[Z��L]LU�[OV\NO�O\THU�YPNO[Z�HYL�LUZOYPULK�
PU� [OL� WYLHTISL� VM� [OL� 7HYPZ� (NYLLTLU[�� ^OPJO� HSZV�
\UKLYZJVYLZ� [OL� ULLKZ� VM� ZWLJPÄJ� ]\SULYHISL� NYV\WZ�
and communities, such as women, children, and 

PUKPNLUV\Z�WLVWSLZ�HZ�WYPVYP[`�JVUJLYUZ��;OL�7OPSPWWPULZ�
*VTTPZZPVU� VU� /\THU� 9PNO[Z»� 5H[PVUHS� 0UX\PY`� VU�
*SPTH[L�*OHUNL�OPNOSPNO[Z�[OL�IHZPJ�YPNO[Z�HUK�K\[PLZ�
VM�[OL�WHY[PLZ�[V�YLZWLJ[��M\SÄS�HUK�WYV[LJ[�O\THU�YPNO[Z�
PU� [OL� JVU[L_[� VM� JSPTH[L� JOHUNL�� ;OL� *VTTPZZPVU�
JSHYPÄLZ�Z[HUKHYKZ�MVY�JVYWVYH[L�ILOH]PVY�� PU�WHY[PJ\SHY�
[OH[�VM�[OL�^VYSK»Z�IPNNLZ[�MVZZPS�ÄYTZ��[V�[OL�L_[LU[�[OH[�
Z\JO�ÄYTZ�JHU�IL�OLSK�HJJV\U[HISL� MVY�O\THU�YPNO[Z�
]PVSH[PVUZ�LUNLUKLYLK�I`�[OL�HK]LYZL�PTWHJ[Z�VM�[OLPY�
JHYIVU� MVV[WYPU[��;OL�*VTTPZZPVU�HSZV�KLTVUZ[YH[LZ�
H�TVKLS� MVY�IYVHKLUPUN�HJJLZZ� [V� Q\Z[PJL��WHY[PJ\SHYS`�
[V� HKKYLZZ� [YHUZIV\UKHY`� OHYT�� :PTPSHY� WYPUJPWSLZ�
were upheld in the Urgenda Foundation v. State of 
the Netherlands climate litigation case wherein the 

NV]LYUTLU[� PZ� YLTPUKLK� [V� LUZ\YL� [OH[� [OL� K\[`� VM�
JHYL� PU� (Y[PJSLZ� �� HUK� �� VM� [OL� ,\YVWLHU�*VU]LU[PVU�
VM�/\THU�9PNO[Z�PZ�M\SÄSSLK�I`�SPTP[PUN�NYLLUOV\ZL�NHZ�
emissions.2�;OLYL�PZ��[OLYLMVYL��H�NYV^PUN�SLNHS�YLNPTL�
VU�[OL�YPNO[�[V�H�OLHS[O`�LU]PYVUTLU[��HUK�[OL�JSPTH[L�
JOHUNL�PTWHJ[Z�VU�[OL�M\UKHTLU[HS�YPNO[Z�VM�]\SULYHISL�
NYV\WZ� HUK� JVTT\UP[PLZ�� ;OPZ� PU[LYUH[PVUHS� SLNHS�
regime includes the rights to life and health enshrined 

PU� [OL�<UP]LYZHS�+LJSHYH[PVU�VM�/\THU�9PNO[Z� �<+/9��
HUK�YLHѝYTLK�PU�[OL�Z\JJLLKPUN�NLULYH[PVU�VM�YPNO[Z��
Z\JO�HZ�[OL�*VU]LU[PVU�VU�[OL�,SPTPUH[PVU�VM�(SS�-VYTZ�
VM� +PZJYPTPUH[PVU� HNHPUZ[�>VTLU�� [OL�*VU]LU[PVU� VU�
[OL� 9PNO[Z� VM� [OL� *OPSK�� [OL� 0U[LYUH[PVUHS� *VU]LU[PVU�
on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 

HUK� 4LTILYZ� VM� ;OLPY� -HTPSPLZ�� [OL� *VU]LU[PVU� VU�

Introduction
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[OL� 9PNO[Z� VM� 7LYZVUZ� ^P[O� +PZHIPSP[PLZ� HUK� [OL� <5�
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

 

;OL� PTWHJ[Z� VM� JSPTH[L� JOHUNL� ^PSS� PUMYPUNL� VU� [OL�
Z\IZ[HU[P]L� YPNO[Z� VM� ]\SULYHISL� NYV\WZ�� PUJS\KPUN�
[OL�YPNO[Z� [V� SPML�� [V�OLHS[O�HUK�^LSS�ILPUN�� [V�WO`ZPJHS�
PU[LNYP[`�HUK�O\THU�KPNUP[ �̀� [V�HU�HKLX\H[L�Z[HUKHYK�
VM� SP]PUN�� [V� H� KLJLU[� SP]LSPOVVK� HUK� [V� LK\JH[PVU�
;O\Z��[OLYL�PZ�H�ULLK�[V�HZZLZZ�[V�^OH[�L_[LU[�L_PZ[PUN�

5(7Z�OH]L� PU[LNYH[LK� [OL�WYPUJPWSLZ� HUK� HWWYVHJOLZ�
of human rights in their planning and implementation 

PU� VYKLY� [V� \UKLYZ[HUK� [OL� NHWZ� HUK� PKLU[PM`� ILZ[�
WYHJ[PJLZ��;OPZ�Z[\K`� YLWVY[Z�VU� [OL�V\[JVTLZ�VM� [OL�
THWWPUN�JVUK\J[LK�VU�T\S[PZLJ[VYHS�5(7Z�H]HPSHISL�H[�
[OL�[PTL�VM� [OL�HUHS`ZPZ� �������������LZWLJPHSS`� [OVZL�
[OH[�HYL�H]HPSHISL�PU�,UNSPZO��HUK�KPZJ\ZZLZ�LU[Y`�WVPU[Z�
to ensure that human rights principles are meaningfully 

integrated and guide the NAP process.
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;OL�Z[\K`�PU]VS]LK�ZL]LYHS�Z[LWZ��HZ�KLZJYPILK�ILSV �̂�

First step

;OL�ÄYZ[�Z[LW�PU�[OL�WYVJLZZ�VM�THWWPUN�^HZ�[V�KLÄUL�
[OL�YPNO[Z�[V�IL�HZZLZZLK��\ZPUN�[OL�<+/9�HZ�H�IHZLSPUL�
�ZLL� ;HISL� ���� ;OL� <+/9� PZ� \UP]LYZHSS`� HJJLW[LK� I`�
HSS� Z[H[LZ� HUK� ZLY]LZ� HZ� [OL� MV\UKH[PVU� MVY� ���THQVY�
O\THU�YPNO[Z�JVU]LU[PVUZ��>OPSL�HSS�YPNO[Z�HYL�\UP]LYZHS��
PU[LYYLSH[LK��PU[LYKLWLUKLU[�HUK�PUKP]PZPISL��<5�/\THU�
9PNO[Z��������ZJOVSHYZ�JSHZZPM`�O\THU�YPNO[Z�HZ�ILPUN!�
JP]PS� HUK�WVSP[PJHS� YPNO[Z"�ZVJPHS��LJVUVTPJ�HUK�J\S[\YHS�
YPNO[Z"� HUK� NYV\W� VY� JVSSLJ[P]L� YPNO[Z�� ;OLYL� PZ� UV�
hierarchy of rights.

.YV\W�VY�JVSSLJ[P]L�YPNO[Z�HYL�YPNO[Z� [OH[�WLVWSL�LUQV`�
ILJH\ZL� [OL`� ILSVUN� [V� H� WHY[PJ\SHY� NYV\W�� Z\JO� HZ�
H�TPUVYP[`�VY� PUKPNLUV\Z�NYV\W�� �;OLZL� YPNO[Z�HYL�UV[�
PUKP]PK\HS� PU�UH[\YL��I\[�YH[OLY�HYL�LUQV`LK�JVSSLJ[P]LS`�

HZ� H� NYV\W�� ;OL`� PUJS\KL� KL]LSVWTLU[�� LU]PYVUTLU[��
WLHJL�� HUK� JVTTVU� OLYP[HNL� �=HZHR�� � ��"�
+VTHYHKaRP�L[�HS������ ���>OPSZ[�ZVTL�VM� [OLZL�YPNO[Z�
�Z\JO�HZ�[OL�YPNO[�[V�ZLSM�KL[LYTPUH[PVU��HYL�MLH[\YLK�PU�
core human rights instruments succeeding the UDHR, 

V[OLY�YPNO[Z�PU�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�SH^�HYL�Z[PSS�LTLYNPUN��HSILP[�
[OL`�HYL�UV[�\UP]LYZHSS`�HJJLW[LK��;OLZL�UL^LY�YPNO[Z�
stem from growing recognition in international human 

YPNO[Z� HUK� LU]PYVUTLU[HS� SH �̂� HUK� PU� UH[PVUHS� HUK�
YLNPVUHS� SLNPZSH[PVU� HUK� Q\YPZWY\KLUJL� �-YLLKTHU� HUK�
4JOHUNHTH���������;OLYL�PZ�UV�JVTTVUS`�HNYLLK�SPZ[�
VM�NYV\W�YPNO[Z�[V�YLMLY�[V��ZV�[OLZL�YPNO[Z�̂ LYL�PKLU[PÄLK�
IHZLK� VU� H� Z\IQLJ[P]L� HZZLZZTLU[� VM� [OLPY� YLSL]HUJL�
[V�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL��.P]LU� [OL�OPNO� YLSL]HUJL�VM�NYV\W�
rights to climate change, this research assessed to 

^OH[� KLNYLL� [OLZL� YPNO[Z� OH]L� ILLU� PUJVYWVYH[LK�
into NAPs despite their more limited legal recognition. 

;OLZL�YPNO[Z�HYL�Z\TTHYPZLK�PU�;HISL���

Table 1. Description of rights

Methodology

Declaration Article Type of right Category/Coding Description of right

Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights 
(UDHR)

Article 1 General Free, equal in 
dignity and rights

All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should 
act towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.

UDHR Article 2 General Entitlement 
to rights and 
freedoms without 
distinction of any 
kind

Right to non-
discrimination and 
equality

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 
without distinction of any kind, such 
as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, property, birth or other status. 
Furthermore, no distinction shall be made 
on the basis of the political, jurisdictional 
or international status of the country 
or territory to which a person belongs, 
whether it be independent, trust, non-self-
governing or under any other limitation of 
sovereignty.

UDHR Article 3 Political and 
civil rights

Right to life, liberty 
and security

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 
security of person.

UDHR Article 8 Political and 
civil rights

Right to an 
LɈLJ[P]L�YLTLK`

,]LY`VUL�OHZ�[OL�YPNO[�[V�HU�LɈLJ[P]L�
remedy by the competent national tribunals 
for acts violating the fundamental rights 
granted him by the constitution or by law.
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Declaration Article Type of right Category/Coding Description of right

UDHR Article 9 Political and 
civil rights

Protection from 
arbitrary arrest, 
detention or exile

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
arrest, detention or exile.

UDHR Article 10 Political and 
civil rights

Right to a fair trial 
Right to a fair 
hearing

Right to a public 
hearing before 
a competent, 
independent, and 
impartial court

Right to due 
process

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a 
fair and public hearing by an independent 
and impartial tribunal, in the determination 
of his rights and obligations and of any 
criminal charge against him.

UDHR Article 13 Political and 
civil rights

Right to freedom 
of movement and 
residence within 
the borders of 
each state

Right to leave any 
country

Right to return to 
his country

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
movement and residence within the 
borders of each state.

Everyone has the right to leave any 
country, including his own, and to return to 
his country.

UDHR Article 17 Political and 
civil rights

Right to property Everyone has the right to own property 
alone as well as in association with others.

No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
property.

UDHR Article 19 Political and 
civil rights

Right to freedom 
of opinion, 
expression

Right to seek, 
receive and impart 
information and 
ideas

Everyone has the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without 
interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any 
media and regardless of frontiers.

This also includes the rights to access 
information and to participate in decision 
making. 

UDHR Article 20 Political and 
civil rights

Right to freedom 
of peaceful 
assembly and 
association

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and association.

No one may be compelled to belong to an 
association.

UDHR Article 21 Political and 
civil rights

Right to 
participate in 
government

Right of equal 
access to public 
service

Everyone has the right to take part in the 
government of his country, directly or 
through freely chosen representatives.

Everyone has the right of equal access to 
public service in his country.

The will of the people shall be the basis 
of the authority of government; this will 
shall be expressed in periodic and genuine 
elections, which shall be by universal 
HUK�LX\HS�Z\ɈYHNL�HUK�ZOHSS�IL�OLSK�I`�
secret vote or by equivalent free voting 
procedures.
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Declaration Article Type of right Category/Coding Description of right

UDHR Article 22 Social, 
economic and 
cultural rights

Right to social 
security

Economic, social 
and cultural rights

Everyone, as a member of society, has 
the right to social security and is entitled 
[V�YLHSPaH[PVU��[OYV\NO�UH[PVUHS�LɈVY[�
and international cooperation and in 
accordance with the organisation and 
resources of each State, of the economic, 
social and cultural rights indispensable for 
his dignity and the free development of his 
personality.

UDHR Article 25 Social, 
economic and 
cultural rights

Right to an 
adequate 
standard of living

Right to health 
and wellbeing 

Right to food

Right to clothing 
and housing and 
medical care, and 
necessary social 
services

Right to security 
in the event of 
unemployment, 
sickness, 
disability, 
widowhood and 
old age

Right to special 
care and 
assistance 
in relation to 
motherhood and 
childhood

Everyone has the right to a standard of 
living adequate for his/her health and 
wellbeing, including food, clothing, 
housing and medical care and necessary 
social services, and the right to security 
in the event of unemployment, sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or other lack 
of livelihood in circumstances beyond his/
her control.

Motherhood and childhood are entitled to 
special care and assistance. All children, 
whether born in or out of wedlock, shall 
enjoy the same social protection.

UDHR Article 26 Social, 
economic and 
cultural rights

Right to education Everyone has the right to education. 
Education shall be free, at least in the 
elementary and fundamental stages. 
Elementary education shall be compulsory. 
Technical and professional education shall 
be made generally available and higher 
education shall be equally accessible to all 
on the basis of merit.

Education shall be directed to the full 
development of the human personality 
and to the strengthening of respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
It shall promote understanding, tolerance 
and friendship among all nations, racial 
or religious groups, and shall further the 
activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace.

Parents have a prior right to choose the 
kind of education that shall be given to 
their children.
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Declaration Article Type of right Category/Coding Description of right

UDHR Article 27 Social, 
economic and 
cultural rights

Right to culture

Right to 
participate in 
cultural rights

Right to the 
protection of 
moral and material 
interests

Everyone has the right freely to participate 
in the cultural life of the community, to 
LUQV`�[OL�HY[Z�HUK�[V�ZOHYL�PU�ZJPLU[PÄJ�
HK]HUJLTLU[�HUK�P[Z�ILULÄ[Z�

Everyone has the right to the protection of 
the moral and material interests resulting 
MYVT�HU`�ZJPLU[PÄJ��SP[LYHY`�VY�HY[PZ[PJ�
production of which he/she is the author.

International 
Convention 
on Civil and 
Political 
Rights and 
International 
Convention 
on Economic, 
Social and 
Cultural Rights

Article 1 Both individual 
and group 
and collective 
rights

Right to self-
determination

Right to 
economic, social 
and cultural 
development

All peoples have the right to self-
determination. By virtue of that right, they 
freely determine their political status and 
freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development.

All peoples may, for their own ends, 
freely dispose of their natural wealth 
and resources without prejudice to any 
obligations arising out of international 
economic co-operation, based upon 
[OL�WYPUJPWSL�VM�T\[\HS�ILULÄ[��HUK�
international law. In no case may a 
people be deprived of its own means of 
subsistence.

The States Parties to the present 
Covenant, including those having 
responsibility for the administration of 
Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, 
shall promote the realization of the right of 
self-determination, and shall respect that 
right, in conformity with the provisions of 
the Charter of the United Nations.

Stockholm 
Declaration 
(Declaration 
of the UN 
Conference 
on the Human 
Environment)

ASEAN 
Declaration on 
Human Rights

More than 
150 national 
constitutions, 
Ä]L�VM�
which are in 
Southeast 
Asia, including 
Timor-Leste

Principle 1

Principle 
28 (f)

Both individual 
and group 
and collective 
rights

Right to a safe, 
clean, sustainable 
and healthy 
environment

Right to 
intergenerational 
equity (future 
generations)

Man [sic] has the fundamental right to 
freedom, equality and adequate conditions 
of life, in an environment of a quality that 
permits a life of dignity and well-being, 
and he bears a solemn responsibility to 
protect and improve the environment 
for present and future generations. 
In this respect, policies promoting or 
perpetuating apartheid, racial segregation, 
discrimination, colonial and other forms of 
oppression and foreign domination stand 
condemned and must be eliminated.

Every person has the right to an adequate 
standard of living for himself or herself and 
his or her family, including the right to a 
safe, clean and sustainable environment.
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Second step

;OL� ZLJVUK� Z[LW� PUJS\KLK� ZLHYJOPUN� HUK� JVKPUN�
MVY� ZWLJPÄJ� [LYTZ� PU� [OL�5(7Z�� ;OL� ÄYZ[� ZL[� VM� [LYTZ�
included “right” and “rights”, then the actual hits were 

YL]PL^LK� [V� HZJLY[HPU� PM� [OL`�^LYL� ]HSPK� YLMLYLUJLZ� [V�
human rights. We looked for direct references to these 

terms. Direct references are all references in which the 

term “right” is mentioned in relation to human rights. 

;OLU�� [OL� MVSSV^PUN� [LYTZ� ^LYL� ZLHYJOLK� [V� PKLU[PM`�
if there were indirect references to human rights 

principles:

0UKPYLJ[� YLMLYLUJLZ� HYL� HSS� YLMLYLUJLZ� [OH[� LќLJ[P]LS`�
L_WYLZZ�H�O\THU�YPNO[�I\[�HYL�UV[�H�KPYLJ[�Z[H[LTLU[�
of a right.

/\THU� YPNO[Z� HY[PJSLZ� [OH[�^LYL� SPRLS`� [V� IL� PYYLSL]HU[�
or were unlikely to come up in the documents, such 

HZ�MYLLKVT�MYVT�ZSH]LY`�VY�[VY[\YL��^LYL�UV[�PUJS\KLK��
For Article 22 of the UDHR on economic, social and 

J\S[\YHS� YPNO[Z��^L�HKKLK�Z\I�JVKLZ� �JOPSK� JVKLZ�� VU�
[OL� YPNO[Z� VM� TPUVYP[PLZ�PUKPNLUV\Z� WLVWSL�� [OL� YPNO[�
[V� SP]LSPOVVK�� J\S[\YHS� YPNO[Z�� HUK� [OL� YPNO[� [V� ZVJPHS�
ZLJ\YP[ �̀� -YLLKVT� VM� TV]LTLU[� HUK� TPNYHU[� YPNO[Z�
were coded under Article 13 to group together all 

YLMLYLUJLZ�[OLTH[PJHSS`�YLSH[LK�[V�TPNYH[PVU��I\[��PU�[OL�
HUHS`ZPZ�Z[HNL��^L�KPZ[PUN\PZOLK�IL[^LLU� [OL� YPNO[� [V�
MYLLKVT�VM�TV]LTLU[�HUK�[OL�YPNO[Z�VM�TPNYHU[Z��>L�
also included, in the coding for Article 25 of the UDHR, 

HU�HKLX\H[L�Z[HUKHYK�VM� SP]PUN�[OH[�LUJVTWHZZLZ�[OL�
YPNO[Z� [V� LULYN �̀� ^H[LY�� HKLX\H[L� MVVK�� OLHS[O� HUK�
medical care, and housing and shelter.

Limitation of the study

+\L�[V�[OL�H]HPSHIPSP[`�VM�ZVTL�5(7Z�PU�SHUN\HNLZ�V[OLY�
than English and our limited command of French and 

:WHUPZO��^L�VUS`�YL]PL^LK����5(7Z�[OH[�^LYL�H]HPSHISL�
on the NAP Central platform3 as of 15 June 2021. 

;OLZL�HYL�[OL�5(7Z�VM�)YHaPS��)\YRPUH�-HZV��,[OPVWPH��
-PQP��.YLUHKH��2LU`H��2PYPIH[P��2\^HP[��7HSLZ[PUL��:HPU[�
3\JPH�� :YP� 3HURH�� :HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK� [OL� .YLUHKPULZ��
:\KHU�� :\YPUHTL�� HUK� ;PTVY�3LZ[L� �;HISL� ���� 6US`�
T\S[PZLJ[VYHS�5(7Z�^LYL�YL]PL^LK��0[�ZOV\SK�IL�UV[LK�
[OH[� HSS� VM� [OL� 5(7Z� ]HY`� JVUZPKLYHIS`� PU� SLUN[O� HUK�
MVYTH[� MYVT���� �2LU`H�� [V����� �)YHaPS�� WHNLZ�� HUK�HSS�
are distinct in their approaches and styles.

Declaration Article Type of right Category/Coding Description of right

UN Declaration 
on the Rights 
of Indigenous 
Peoples

Principle 
26

Both individual 
and group 
and collective 
rights

Right to land and 
resources (focus 
on indigenous 
groups)

Indigenous peoples have the right to the 
lands, territories and resources which they 
have traditionally owned, occupied or 
otherwise used or acquired.

Indigenous peoples have the right to 
own, use, develop and control the lands, 
territories and resources that they possess 
by reason of traditional ownership or other 
traditional occupation or use, as well as 
those which they have otherwise acquired.

States shall give legal recognition and 
protections to these lands, territories 
and resources. Such recognition shall 
be conducted with due respect to the 
customs, traditions and land tenure 
systems of the indigenous peoples 
concerned.

3.    See https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Pages/national-adaptation-plans.aspx

• MYLL�MYLLKVT�
• LX\HS�LX\HSP[`�
• dignity 

• �UVU��KPZJYPTPUH[PVU
• life 

• SPILY[`
• security

• remedy

• �HJJLZZ��Q\Z[PJL
• due process 

• property 

• participation

• health 

• ^LSSILPUN�
• food

• water

• SP]PUN��HKLX\H[L�Z[HUKHYK�
• shelter

• education 

• culture

• self-determination 

• OLHS[O`�LU]PYVUTLU[�
• PU[LYNLULYH[PVUHS�LX\P[`
• cultural 

• indigenous 

• �HJJLZZ�[V��PUMVYTH[PVU�
• fair trial 

• TV]LTLU[�
• L_WYLZZPVU�
• �YPNO[�[V��SHUK
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Table 2. List of NAPs reviewed

�࠮ Ministry of Environment. (2016) National Adaptation Plan to Climate Change: Volume 1 General 
Strategy. Ministry of Environment, Brasilia. 

�࠮ Ministry of Environment and Fishery Resources. (2015) Burkina Faso National Climate Change 
Adaptation Plan (NAP). Ministry of Environment and Fishery Resources. 

�࠮ Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. (2019) Ethiopia’s Climate Resilient Green Economy 
National Adaptation Plan. Environment, Forest and Climate Change Commission. 

�࠮ Government of the Republic of Fiji. (2018) Republic of Fiji National Adaptation Plan: A Pathway 
Towards Climate Resilience. Government of the Republic of Fiji. 

�࠮ Government of Grenada. (2017) National Climate Change Adaptation Plan (NAP) for Grenada, 
Carriacou and Petite Martinique. Government of Grenada, Ministry of Climate Resilience, the 
Environment, Forestry, Fisheries, Disaster Management and Information, St George’s.

�࠮ Government of Kenya. (2016) Kenya National Adaptation Plan 2015-2030: Enhanced climate 
resilience towards the attainment of Vision 2030 and beyond. Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources. 

�࠮ Government of Kiribati. (2019) Kiribati Joint Implementation Plan for Climate Change and Disaster 
Risk Management 2019-2028.�:LJYL[HYPH[�VM�[OL�7HJPÄJ�*VTT\UP[ �̀

�࠮ Environment Public Authority. (2019) Kuwait National Adaptation Plan 2019-2030: Enhanced 
Climate Resilience to Improve Community Livelihood and Achieve Sustainability. Environment Public 
Authority, Kuwait. 

�࠮ State of Palestine Environment Quality Authority. (2016) National Adaptation Plan to Climate Change. 
State of Palestine Environment Quality Authority, Ramallah.

�࠮ Government of Saint Lucia. (2018) Saint Lucia’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2018–2028. 
Department of Sustainable Development, Ministry of Education, Innovation, Gender Relations and 
Sustainable Development. 

�࠮ Climate Change Secretariat of Sri Lanka. (2016) National Adaptation Plan for Climate Change 
Impacts in Sri Lanka 2016 to 2025. Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment, Ethul Kotte. 

�࠮ Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. (2019) National Adaptation Plan for St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

�࠮ Republic of the Sudan. (2016) National Adaptation Plan. Minister of Environment, Forestry and 
Physical Development, Khartoum. 

�࠮ Government of Suriname. (2019) Suriname National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2019-2029. Government 
of Suriname. 

�࠮ Secretariat of State for Environment. (2021) Timor-Leste’s National Adaptation Plan: Addressing 
climate risks and building climate resilience. Secretariat of State for Environment, Coordinating 
4PUPZ[LY�MVY�,JVUVTPJ�(ɈHPYZ��+PSP�
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;OL�WYLHTISL�VM�[OL�7HYPZ�(NYLLTLU[�Z[H[LZ!

Acknowledging that climate change is a common 
concern of humankind, Parties should, when taking 
action to address climate change, respect, promote 
and consider their respective obligations on human 
rights, the right to health, the rights of indigenous 
peoples, local communities, migrants, children, 
persons with disabilities and people in vulnerable 
situations and the right to development, as well 
as gender equality, empowerment of women and 
intergenerational equity…

- UNFCCC, 2015 

;OL�KPYLJ[� YLMLYLUJL� [V�O\THU� YPNO[Z� PU� [OL�WYLHTISL�
of the Paris Agreement is an important reminder to the 

7HY[PLZ�VM�[OLPY�VISPNH[PVUZ�[V�\WOVSK�[OL�YPNO[Z�V\[SPULK�PU�
[OL�<+/9�HUK�V[OLY�JV]LUHU[Z�HZ�[OL`�̂ VYR�[V�TP[PNH[L�
and adapt to climate change impacts. Following this 

statement, the Paris Agreement goes on to mention 

[OL� WYV[LJ[PVU� VM� [OL� TVZ[� ]\SULYHISL� I`� PUJYLHZPUN�
WHY[PJPWH[PVU�� LX\HSP[ �̀� HKKYLZZPUN� KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�� HUK�
LUZ\YPUN� LX\P[HISL� HJJLZZ� [V� PUMVYTH[PVU� �<5-***��
�������

Table 3. Number and nature of direct and indirect hits on the word “right/rights” in assessed NAPs

Results

NAPs

Number of 
times (hits) 
the word 

“right/s” is 
used in the 
document

Valid hits on the word “right/s” 
where human rights principles are 
directly mentioned or referred to Indirect hits in the NAPs

Number 
of hits Nature of hits

Government of the 
Republic of Fiji. (2018) 
Republic of Fiji National 
Adaptation Plan: A 
Pathway Towards Climate 
Resilience. Government of 
the Republic of Fiji.

49 36 Citizens’ rights; gender 
and human rights-
based approaches to 
adaptation; equality; 
Bill of Rights within the 
2013 Constitution of the 
Republic of Fiji; right of 
all citizens to adequate 
food and water, health; 
a clean, healthy, and 
protected environment; 
right of every person to 
accessible and adequate 
housing

Free(dom), equality, non-
discrimination, life, security, 
justice, participation, health, 
wellbeing, food, water, living, 
education, culture, healthy 
environment, indigenous, 
access to information

Government of Brazil. 
(2016) National Adaptation 
Plan to Climate Change: 
Volume 1 General 
Strategy. Ministry of 
Environment, Brasilia.

38 34 Water use rights; right to 
housing, environmental 
sanitation, urban 
infrastructure and 
transport; human rights 
for extractive and riparian 
communities; general 
human rights; right to 
water is encompassed 
within the human right to 
adequate food

Free(dom), equality, non-
discrimination, life, security, 
justice, property, participation, 
health, wellbeing, food, water, 
living, shelter, education, 
culture, healthy environment, 
indigenous, access to 
information, movement
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NAPs

Number of 
times (hits) 
the word 

“right/s” is 
used in the 
document

Valid hits on the word “right/s” 
where human rights principles are 
directly mentioned or referred to Indirect hits in the NAPs

Number 
of hits Nature of hits

State of Palestine. (2016) 
National Adaptation Plan 
(NAP) to Climate Change. 
Environment Quality 
Authority (EQA), Ramallah.

12 1 Right to water Free(dom), equality, non-
discrimination, security, 
participation, health, food, 
water, movement, land

Government of Suriname. 
(2019) Suriname National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP) 
2019-2029. Government 
of Suriname.

11 5 Rights of women; land 
rights; resource rights; 
local community rights; 
human rights of Maroons 
and indigenous peoples

Free(dom), equality, non-
discrimination, security, justice, 
participation, health, food, 
water, shelter, education, 
culture, indigenous

Government of Saint 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines. (2019) 
National Adaptation Plan 
for St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. Government 
of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines

8 3 Supports men and 
women to access 
… rights; rights of 
indigenous people; right 
to education

Equality, non-discrimination, 
life, security, property, 
participation, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, living, shelter, 
education, culture, indigenous

Government of Kiribati. 
(2019) Kiribati Joint 
Implementation Plan 
for Climate Change and 
Disaster Risk Management 
for Climate Change and 
Disaster Risk Management 
(KJIP) 2019-2028. 
Government of Kiribati.

5 1 Gender equality Equality, life, security, property, 
participation, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, living, shelter, 
education, culture, indigenous, 
access to information

Government of 
Timor-Leste. (2021) 
Timor-Leste’s National 
Adaptation Plan: 
Addressing climate risks 
and building climate 
resilience. Secretariat of 
State for Environment, 
Coordinating Minister for 
,JVUVTPJ�(ɈHPYZ��+PSP�

3 3 Protection of the rights 
of its most vulnerable 
citizens; equal rights to 
both men and women; 
fundamental rights of the 
citizens

Free(dom), equality, security, 
justice, participation, health, 
wellbeing, food, water, living, 
education, culture, indigenous

Government of the 
Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia. 
(2019) Ethiopia’s Climate 
Resilient Green Economy 
National Adaptation Plan. 
Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 
Commission, Addis 
Ababa.

3 0 Life, security, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, living, education, 
indigenous, access to 
information, movement

Government of Burkina 
Faso. (2015) Burkina Faso 
National Climate Change 
Adaptation Plan (NAP). 
Ministry of Environment 
and Fishery Resources, 
Ouagadougou.

3 1 Civil and social rights Life, security, justice, 
participation, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, living, education, 
culture, healthy environment, 
access to information
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NAPs

Number of 
times (hits) 
the word 

“right/s” is 
used in the 
document

Valid hits on the word “right/s” 
where human rights principles are 
directly mentioned or referred to Indirect hits in the NAPs

Number 
of hits Nature of hits

Government of the 
Republic of the Sudan. 
(2016) National Adaptation 
Plan. Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry and 
Physical Development, 
Khartoum.

2 2 Rights of the future 
generations; community 
rights

Security, participation, health, 
wellbeing, food, water, 
living, education, healthy 
environment, indigenous

Government of Kuwait. 
(2019) Kuwait National 
Adaptation Plan 2019-
2030: Enhanced Climate 
Resilience to Improve 
Community Livelihood 
and Achieve Sustainability. 
Environment Public 
Authority, Kuwait.

2 1 Human rights among the 
educated and providing 
the basis for a sound 
democratic life

Free(dom), life, security, 
participation, health, food, 
water, living, education, 
culture, access to information

Government of Kenya. 
(2016) Kenya National 
Adaptation Plan 2015-
2030: Enhanced climate 
resilience towards the 
attainment of Vision 2030 
and beyond. Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry, 
Nairobi.

1 1 Children’s rights Security, property, 
participation, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, living, education, 
culture, indigenous, access to 
information

Government of Sri Lanka. 
(2016) National Adaptation 
Plan for Climate Change 
Impacts in Sri Lanka 2016 
to 2025. Climate Change 
Secretariat, Ministry of 
Mahaweli Development 
and Environment, Ethul 
Kotte.

0 Life, security, property, 
participation, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, living, education, 
culture, indigenous

Government of Saint 
Lucia. (2018) Saint Lucia’s 
National Adaptation 
Plan (NAP) 2018–2028. 
Department of Sustainable 
Development, Ministry 
of Education, Innovation, 
Gender Relations and 
Sustainable Development, 
Saint Lucia.

0 Equality, life, security, property, 
participation, health, wellbeing, 
food, water, shelter, education, 
indigenous

Government of Grenada. 
(2017) National Climate 
Change Adaptation 
Plan (NAP) for Grenada, 
Carriacou and Petite 
Martinique. Government 
of Grenada, Ministry of 
Climate Resilience, the 
Environment, Forestry, 
Fisheries, Disaster 
Management and 
Information, St George’s.

0 Security, participation, health, 
food, water, living, shelter, 
education, indigenous
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Direct references 

(TVUN�[OL����5(7Z�[OH[�OHK�[OL�[LYT�YPNO[�Z���H�]HYPL[`�VM�YPNO[Z�HYL�TLU[PVULK�[OYV\NOV\[��HZ�ZOV^U�PU�-PN\YL���

Figure 1. Nature of rights explicitly referenced in the reviewed NAPs

;OL�5(7Z� VM� -PQP� HUK�)YHaPS� OH]L� ZOV^U� [OL� NYLH[LZ[�
U\TILY�VM�OP[Z�VU�[OL�RL`^VYKZ�¸YPNO[¹�VY�¸YPNO[Z¹��^P[O�
� �HUK����OP[Z��YLZWLJ[P]LS �̀�/V^L]LY��VUS`����OP[Z�PU�-PQP�
HUK����OP[Z�PU�)YHaPS�^LYL�]HSPK�OP[Z�PU�[OH[�[OL`�YLMLY�[V�
O\THU�YPNO[Z�LP[OLY�L_WSPJP[S`�VY�PTWSPJP[S �̀�:VTL�SPTP[LK�
references to “right” or “rights” are found in the NAPs 

VM�:\YPUHTL��:HPU[�=PUJLU[�HUK�[OL�.YLUHKPULZ��;PTVY�
Leste, and Sudan.

Single instances of a direct mention of rights are found 

PU�[OL�5(7Z�VM�7HSLZ[PUL��2PYPIH[P��)\YRPUH�-HZV��2\^HP[��
HUK�2LU`H��ZLL�;HISL���MVY�Z\TTHY`�VM�[OLZL�5(7Z���

)HZLK�VU�;HISL���� [OL�5(7Z�VM�-PQP�HUK�)YHaPS�JHU�IL�
considered strong on human rights. Fiji, in particular, was 

[OL�VUS`�JV\U[Y`�[V�L_WSHPU�[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�WYVTV[PUN�
O\THU� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJOLZ� HUK� [V� W\YWVZLM\SS`�
integrate human rights into the structure of the plan. 

;V�PU[YVK\JL�P[Z�ZLJ[PVU�VU�.LUKLY�HUK�/\THU�9PNO[Z�
)HZLK�(KHW[H[PVU��-PQP»Z�5(7�Z[H[LZ��¸B[DOL�PKLU[PÄJH[PVU�
and integration of gender and human rights issues and 

approaches into adaptation planning processes was 

]P[HS�ILJH\ZL� P[� PZ�^LSS� LZ[HISPZOLK�HUK�HJJLW[LK� [OH[�

L_WVZ\YL�HUK�ZLUZP[P]P[`�[V�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL��HZ�^LSS�HZ�
[OL�JHWHJP[`�[V�HKHW[��]HY`�Z\IZ[HU[PHSS`�HJYVZZ�ZVJPHS�
HUK� LJVUVTPJ� NYV\WZ¹� �.V]LYUTLU[� VM� [OL� 9LW\ISPJ�
VM�-PQP��������W�������:\JO�YLJVNUP[PVU�VM�O\THU�YPNO[Z�
WYPUJPWSLZ� HUK� [OL� ]HS\L� VM� \[PSPaPUN� Z\JO� HWWYVHJOLZ�
WYV]PKLZ� H� JSLHY� V\[SPUL� MVY� OV^� HKHW[H[PVU� WSHUUPUN��
PTWSLTLU[H[PVU��HUK�TVUP[VYPUN�ZOV\SK�IL�HKKYLZZLK��
;OL�WSHU� NVLZ� VU� [V� V\[SPUL� [VVSZ� [V� VWLYH[PVUHSPaL� H�
NLUKLY�HUK�O\THU�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�HWWYVHJO��HK]PZPUN�[V�
W\[�PU�WSHJL!�[YHPUPUN�MVY�NV]LYUTLU[�YLWYLZLU[H[P]LZ�[V�
Z\WWVY[�NLUKLY�HUK�O\THU�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�HWWYVHJOLZ"�
PUZ[P[\[PVUHS� HYYHUNLTLU[Z� [OH[� HYL� YLZWVUZP]L� [V�
]\SULYHISL� NYV\WZ"� ZL_�� HUK� HNL�KPZHNNYLNH[LK� KH[H�
HUK� YLZWVUZP]L� YLWVY[PUN"� ULLKZ� HZZLZZTLU[Z"� HUK�
WHY[PJPWH[VY`� HUK� NLUKLY�YLZWVUZP]L� I\KNL[PUN�� ;OL�
5(7�HSZV�KLZJYPILZ�OV^�HWWS`PUN�H�NLUKLY�HUK�O\THU�
YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� YLX\PYLZ� YLSL]HU[� Z[HRLOVSKLYZ�
[V� ¸WYVHJ[P]LS`� LTWV^LY� HUK� Z\WWVY[� KPZHK]HU[HNLK�
NYV\WZ� [V� IL� HISL� [V� HZZLY[� [OLPY� YPNO[Z� HUK� OH]L�
LX\P[HISL� HJJLZZ� [V� SLHKLYZOPW� WVZP[PVUZ�� KLJPZPVU�
making processes, opportunities, and resources” 

�.V]LYUTLU[�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�-PQP��������W��������
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-PQP� HUK� )YHaPS� \ZL� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� SHUN\HNL� IYVHKS �̀�
YH[OLY� [OHU� ZWLJPÄJHSS`� YLMLYYPUN� [V� WHY[PJ\SHY� O\THU�
YPNO[Z� WYPUJPWSLZ�� (Z� KPZJ\ZZLK� HIV]L�� -PQP� V\[SPULZ�
WYVTV[PVU� VM� H� O\THU� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� HZ�
a key principle guiding its adaptation plan. Its NAP 

V\[SPULZ� HKHW[H[PVU� HZ� H� RL`� Z[YH[LN`� MVY� JVU[YPI\[PUN�
[V�[OL�-PQPHU�.V]LYUTLU[»Z�SVUN�[LYT�HIPSP[`�[V�TLL[�[OL�
YPNO[Z� P[�N\HYHU[LLZ� P[Z�JP[PaLUZ� PU� P[Z�*VUZ[P[\[PVU��;OL�
5(7�HSZV�\UKLYSPULZ�[OL�JV\U[Y`»Z�JVTTP[TLU[�[V�[OL�
:\Z[HPUHISL� +L]LSVWTLU[� .VHSZ� �:+.Z��� OPNOSPNO[PUN�
[OL� YPNO[� [V� LX\HSP[ �̀� )YHaPS»Z� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� SHUN\HNL� PZ�
scattered throughout its NAP, which refers to water use 

YPNO[Z��[OL�YPNO[�[V�Z\Z[HPUHISL�JP[PLZ��[OL�YPNO[�[V�OV\ZPUN�
HUK�ZLY]PJLZ�� PUKPNLUV\Z� YPNO[Z�� [OL� YPNO[� [V� MVVK�HUK�
HWWYVWYPH[L�U\[YP[PVU��HUK� [OL� YPNO[� [V�^H[LY� �;HISL������
)YHaPS»Z�5(7�HSZV�ZOV^Z�[OH[�YPNO[Z�JHU�IL�PU[LYYLSH[LK��
stating, in its Strategy for Food and Nutritional Security, 

[OH[� ¸B[DOL� YPNO[� [V� ^H[LY� PZ� LUJVTWHZZLK� ^P[OPU� [OL�
O\THU�YPNO[�[V�HKLX\H[L�MVVK��HUK�P[�PZ�[OL�YLZWVUZPIPSP[`�
of the State to ensure this right to all citizens, especially 

[OVZL�PU�ZP[\H[PVUZ�VM�ZVJPV�LU]PYVUTLU[HS�]\SULYHIPSP[`¹�
�4PUPZ[Y`�VM�,U]PYVUTLU[��������W�� ���

In other NAPs, the term “human rights” was used 

TVYL� PUKPYLJ[S �̀� -VY� L_HTWSL�� :HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK� [OL�
.YLUHKPULZ»� 5(7� VUS`� TLU[PVUZ� O\THU� YPNO[Z� PU� H�
KLZJYPW[PVU�VM�:+.�����HUK�:\YPUHTL»Z�5(7�KLZJYPILZ�
[OL�NV]LYUTLU[»Z�KLZPYL�[V�LUZ\YL�[OH[�[V\YPZT�̂ PSS�OH]L�
WVZP[P]L� PTWHJ[Z� VU� 4HYVVUZ� HUK� V[OLY� PUKPNLUV\Z�
communities. Kuwait mentions “a respect for human 

YPNO[Z� HTVUN� [OL� LK\JH[LK� HUK� WYV]PKPUN� [OL� IHZL�
for a sound democratic life” in its education strategy 

�,U]PYVUTLU[�7\ISPJ�(\[OVYP[ �̀���� ���

Human rights are mentioned in a range of references to: 

YPNO[Z�Z[PW\SH[LK�PU�[OL�JV\U[Y`»Z�JVUZ[P[\[PVUZ��)\YRPUH�
-HZV� HUK� -PQP�"� [OL� YPNO[� [V� H� OLHS[O`� LU]PYVUTLU[�
�:\KHU��-PQP��HUK�2PYPIH[P�"�ZWLJPÄJ�TLU[PVU�VM�0UKPNLUV\Z�
WLVWSLZ»�YPNO[Z��:\KHU��:\YPUHTL��HUK�)YHaPS�"�HUK�[OL�
YPNO[�[V�̂ H[LY��)YHaPS��-PQP��HUK�7HSLZ[PUL���;OLYL�̂ LYL�HSZV�
YLMLYLUJLZ� [V� [OL� YPNO[� [V� OLHS[O� HUK� OLHS[OJHYL� �-PQP�"�
MVVK�HUK�U\[YP[PVU��)YHaPS��-PQP�"�HJJLZZ�[V�YLZV\YJLZ��-PQP�"�
OV\ZPUN� HUK� PUMYHZ[Y\J[\YL� �-PQP�"� JOPSK� YPNO[Z� �2LU`H�"�
HUK�LK\JH[PVU��2\^HP[���

(KKP[PVUHSS �̀�-PQP»Z�5(7�N\HYHU[LLZ�[OL�YPNO[�VM�HSS�JP[PaLUZ�
[V� ¸HKLX\H[L� MVVK� HUK� ^H[LY�� OLHS[O¯� HUK� H� JSLHU��
OLHS[O �̀� HUK� WYV[LJ[LK� LU]PYVUTLU[¹� �.V]LYUTLU[� VM�
[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�-PQP��������W������

0U� )\YRPUH� -HZV»Z� 5(7�� JP]PS� HUK� ZVJPHS� YPNO[Z� HYL� [OL�
only direct reference to rights and are mentioned in the 

JVU[L_[� VM� SP]LZ[VJR� MHYTPUN�� H� WHY[PJ\SHYS`� ]\SULYHISL�
ZLJ[VY�K\L�[V�P[Z�L_WVZ\YL�[V�LU]PYVUTLU[HS�OHaHYKZ�I\[�
HSZV�¸H\[OVYP[PLZ»�MHPS\YL�[V�WYV]PKL�HKLX\H[L�WYV[LJ[PVU�
VM� [OLPY� JP[PaLUZ»� JP]PS� HUK� ZVJPHS� YPNO[Z¹� �4PUPZ[Y`� VM�

,U]PYVUTLU[� HUK� -PZOLY`� 9LZV\YJLZ�� ������ W�� �����
Kuwait only directly references the right to education, 

HUK� 2LU`H»Z� ZVSL� KPYLJ[� YLMLYLUJL� PZ� [V� P[Z� HJ[PVU� [V�
Z[YLUN[OLU�[OL�HKHW[P]L�JHWHJP[`�VM�]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ�
^OLYL�P[�JVTTP[Z�[V�¸WYV]PKL�JOPSKYLU�^P[O�IHZPJ�YPNO[Z¹�
�.V]LYUTLU[�VM�2LU`H��������W�������:\YPUHTL»Z�5(7�
mentions the rights of women, the importance of raising 

awareness of the rights of landowners, intellectual 

WYVWLY[`�YPNO[Z��HUK�[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�WYLZLY]PUN�HUK�
protecting local community rights. 

Indirect references to human rights in 
current NAPs

In addition to direct mentions of “right” or “rights” in 

the NAPs, we also searched for keywords that could 

highlight implicit references to human rights principles. 

;OLZL�RL`^VYKZ�^LYL!�

• MYLL�MYLLKVT
• LX\HS
• dignity 

• �UVU��KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�
• LX\HSP[`�
• life 

• SPILY[`
• security

• remedy 

• defender 

• due process

• property

• WHY[PJPWH[L�WHY[PJPWH[PVU
• access

• health

• ^LSSILPUN
• food 

• water

• shelter

• social security

• education

• culture

• self-determination

• OLHS[O`�LU]PYVUTLU[�
• fair trial 

• L_WYLZZPVU

;OL�[LYTZ�^P[O�UV�OP[Z�^LYL!

• dignity

• SPILY[`�
• remedy

• due process

• self-determination 

• fair trial

• L_WYLZZPVU
• defender
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;OL� YL[\YULK� OP[Z� ^LYL� HUHS`aLK� MVY� [OLPY� YLMLYLUJL�
[V� O\THU� YPNO[Z� HZ� [OL� RL`^VYKZ� JV\SK� IL� WYLZLU[�
^P[OV\[�YLMLYLUJPUN�H�ZWLJPÄJ�YPNO[��;OLPY�\ZL�JV\SK�IL 

completely unrelated to the human rights concepts we 

^LYL� SVVRPUN� MVY�� ;OL�5(7Z�HSZV� ]HY`� JVUZPKLYHIS`� PU�
[OLPY�SL]LSZ�VM�KL[HPS��^P[O�ZVTL�V\[SPUPUN�NLULYHS�NVHSZ�
^OPSL� V[OLYZ� WYV]PKL� ZLJ[VYHS� WSHUZ� HUK� V\[JVTLZ��
:\JO� H� ]HYPL[`� VM� HWWYVHJOLZ� KYHZ[PJHSS`� PUÅ\LUJLZ�
OV^�THU`� [PTLZ�H� [LYT�TPNO[�IL�YLMLYLUJLK�HUK�[OL�
L_[LU[� VM� KL[HPS� NP]LU�� -VY� ZVTL�� YLMLYLUJLZ� [V� [OL�
terminology searched in this study only appeared in 

[OL�NSVZZHY`�VY�HUUL_LZ��>OPSL�NSVZZHY`�[LYTZ�HYL�UV[�
KLZJYPILK�ILSV �̂� Z\JO� YLMLYLUJLZ�^LYL� UV[LK�I`� [OL�
authors. Similarly, some indirect references to rights 

were tangential and are not fundamental principles that 

N\PKL�[OL�5(7��;V�ÄN\YL�V\[�OV^�YPNO[Z�HYL�YLMLYLUJLK�
in NAPs, it is important to look at the NAP structure, 

[OL�JV\U[Y`�JVU[L_[��HUK�ZLJ[VYHS�Z[YH[LNPLZ�[V�OPNOSPNO[�
RL`�]\SULYHIPSP[PLZ�HUK�JVUZPKLY�^H`Z�[V�HKKYLZZ�[OLT��
Below is a discussion of how certain keywords are 

used and how they relate to human rights principles.

Free(dom)
“Freedom” as used in the NAPs does not refer directly 

[V�HSS�O\THU�ILPUNZ� ¸ILPUN�IVYU� MYLL�HUK�LX\HS�¹�I\[�
YH[OLY� LHJO� JV\U[Y`� \[PSPaLZ� [OL� [LYT� PU� H� ZWLJPÄJ�
JVU[L_[��-VY�L_HTWSL�� ¸MYLLKVT¹�^HZ�\ZLK� PU� YLSH[PVU�
[V� MYLLKVT� MYVT� KPZJYPTPUH[PVU� �-PQP��� ILPUN� MYLL� MYVT�
O\UNLY��-PQP�HUK�;PTVY�3LZ[L���MYLL�HJJLZZ�[V�KH[H��)YHaPS�
HUK� .YLUHKH��� MYLLKVT� VM� [OV\NO[� �2\^HP[��� �SHJR� VM��
MYLLKVT� VM�TV]LTLU[� VM� NVVKZ� �7HSLZ[PUL�� HUK� MYLL��
WYPVY�HUK�PUMVYTLK�JVUZLU[��:\YPUHTL��

Equality, inequality and (non-)discrimination
¸,X\HSP[`¹�TVZ[�JVTTVUS`� YLMLYLUJLZ�NLUKLY�LX\HSP[`�
�-PQP�� ,[OPVWPH�� 2PYPIH[P�� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� :HPU[� =PUJLU[�
HUK� [OL� .YLUHKPULZ�� HUK� ;PTVY�3LZ[L��� ZVTL[PTLZ�
L_WYLZZPUN�[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�UV[�L_HJLYIH[PUN�L_PZ[PUN�
NLUKLY� PULX\HSP[PLZ�� ;OL� [LYT� HSZV� YLMLYZ� [V� LX\P[HISL�
YLWYLZLU[H[PVU�� WHY[PJPWH[PVU�� HUK� ILULÄ[� ZOHYPUN�
TVYL� IYVHKS`� HJYVZZ� HSS� NYV\WZ�� ;OLZL� JVUJLW[Z�
are also underscored in the Paris Agreement. For 

L_HTWSL�� [OL�7HYPZ�(NYLLTLU[�WYLHTISL� YLMLYZ� [V� [OL�
YPNO[� [V� NLUKLY� LX\HSP[`� HUK� UV[LZ� [OL� PTWVY[HUJL� VM�
H� NLUKLY�YLZWVUZP]L� HWWYVHJO� [V� WHY[PJPWH[PVU� HUK�
[OL�ULLK� [V�JVUZPKLY�]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ��JVTT\UP[PLZ�
HUK� LJVZ`Z[LTZ� �(Y[PJSL� ���� -PQP� HSZV� YLMLYZ� [V�
PU[LYNLULYH[PVUHS�LX\P[`� PU� YLSH[PVU� [V�H�WYV]PZPVU� PU� P[Z�
2014 Constitution that guarantees its citizens the “right 

[V�H�JSLHU�HUK�OLHS[O`�LU]PYVUTLU[��^OPJO�PUJS\KLZ�[OL�
YPNO[�[V�OH]L�[OL�UH[\YHS�^VYSK�WYV[LJ[LK�MVY�[OL�ILULÄ[�
VM� WYLZLU[� HUK� M\[\YL� NLULYH[PVUZ� [OYV\NO� SLNPZSH[P]L�
HUK�V[OLY�TLHZ\YLZ¹� �.V]LYUTLU[�VM� [OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�
-PQP�� ������ W�� ����� :\YPUHTL� HUK� 2PYPIH[P� TLU[PVU� [OL�
� � � *VU]LU[PVU� VU� [OL� ,SPTPUH[PVU� VM� (SS� -VYTZ� VM�
Discrimination against Women as a key international 

MYHTL^VYR�N\PKPUN�NLUKLY�LX\HSP[`�PU�[OLPY�WSHUZ�

¸,X\HSP[`¹� PZ� HSZV� \ZLK� [V� KPZJ\ZZ� [OL� PTWVY[HUJL� VM�
LX\P[HISL� YLWYLZLU[H[PVU�� WHY[PJPWH[PVU� HUK� ILULÄ[�
ZOHYPUN� �2PYPIH[P�� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� :HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK� [OL�
.YLUHKPULZ�� HUK� :\YPUHTL��� HUK� LX\HS� HJJLZZ� [V�
ZLY]PJLZ��:HPU[�3\JPH���;OL�[LYT�PZ�HSZV�\ZLK�[V�\UKLYSPUL�
[OL� PTWVY[HUJL� VM� HU� LX\HS� HUK� NLUKLY�ZLUZP[P]L�
PU[LYWYL[H[PVU� VM� [OL� SH^� �;PTVY�3LZ[L��� 0U� [OL� JHZL� VM�
7HSLZ[PUL�� P[Z� 5(7� TLU[PVUZ� \ULX\HS� KPZ[YPI\[PVU� VM�
^H[LY�YLZV\YJLZ�I`�0ZYHLS�

;OL�5(7Z�̂ P[O�KPYLJ[�YLMLYLUJLZ�[V�PULX\HSP[PLZ�JVUZPKLY�
H� ]HYPL[`� VM� PZZ\LZ� [OH[� JHU� IL� M\Y[OLY� HKKYLZZLK� PU�
HKHW[H[PVU� WSHUUPUN�� -VY� L_HTWSL�� ZVJPHS� PULX\HSP[`�
�TLU[PVULK� I`� )YHaPS� PU� [LYTZ� VM� PULX\P[HISL� WYVWLY[`�
NHPUZ��JV\SK�IL�TVYL�IYVHKS`�JVUZPKLYLK�[V�LUZ\YL�[OH[�
[OL�ILULÄ[Z�VM�HKHW[H[PVU�HJ[PVU�HYL�UV[�L_HJLYIH[PUN�
ZVJPHS� PULX\HSP[PLZ�� HZ� PZ� TLU[PVULK� PU� [OL� Ä]L� 5(7Z�
that highlight the importance of gender mainstreaming 

[V� YLK\JL� PULX\HSP[PLZ� �)\YRPUH� -HZV�� ,[OPVWPH�� -PQP��
7HSLZ[PUL��HUK�:HPU[�=PUJLU[�HUK�[OL�.YLUHKPULZ��

6[OLY�WV[LU[PHS�PULX\HSP[PLZ�PU�ZVJPL[PLZ�KPYLJ[S`�YLSH[L�[V�
[OL�JV\U[Y`»Z�KL]LSVWTLU[��-VY�L_HTWSL��PU�[OL�;PTVY�
3LZ[L�5(7��^OPSL�LK\JH[PVUHS�PULX\HSP[`�JHU�PTWHJ[�[OL�
^H`� [OH[�JSPTH[L� PUMVYTH[PVU� PZ�ZOHYLK�HUK�\[PSPaLK�I`�
[OL� YLJLP]PUN� JVTT\UP[ �̀� P[� OHZ� KLLWLY� YVV[� JH\ZLZ��
7HSLZ[PUL�\UKLYSPULZ�[OL� PTWHJ[�VM�ZHSHY`� PULX\HSP[`�VU�
women.

:\YPUHTL� ZWLJPÄJHSS`� YLMLYZ� [V� OV^� PULX\HSP[PLZ� JHU�
PTWHJ[� LJVUVTPJ� KL]LSVWTLU[�� ;OPZ� HSZV� YLSH[LZ� [V�
the implementation of adaptation measures. Countries 

ULLK� [V� [OPUR� [OYV\NO� ^OV� PZ� PU]VS]LK� PU� HKHW[H[PVU�
WSHUUPUN�� OV^� M\UKPUN� PZ� KPZ[YPI\[LK� HUK�^OH[� HJ[VYZ�
HYL� YLZWVUZPISL� MVY� TVUP[VYPUN� HUK� L]HS\H[PUN� [OL�
outcomes.

Discrimination was most discussed with respect to anti-

KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�TLHZ\YLZ�PU�NLUKLY�WVSPJPLZ��-PQP�L_WSHPUZ�
that the NAP process is an opportunity to address 

PULX\HSP[PLZ�HUK�YLK\JL�HSS�MVYTZ�VM�KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�HTVUN�
its population, with a particular focus on gender policy. 

6[OLY�5(7Z�TLU[PVU�[OL�PUÅ\LUJL�VM�ZVJPHS�YLSH[PVUZ�VU�
KPZJYPTPUH[PVU��:HPU[�=PUJLU[�HUK�[OL�.YLUHKPULZ��HUK�
NLUKLY�KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�HZ�H�IHYYPLY��7HSLZ[PUL��
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Life
References to “life” in the NAPs did not refer to 

¸[OL� YPNO[� [V� SPML¹� I\[� YH[OLY� [V� X\HSP[`� VM� SPML� HUK�
lifestyles. Additionally, “loss of life” was mentioned, 

particularly in relation to loss and damage. Quality of 

SPML� ^HZ� ZVTL[PTLZ� TLU[PVULK� PU� YLSH[PVU� [V� ZWLJPÄJ�
JVTT\UP[PLZ�� -VY� L_HTWSL�� PU� )\YRPUH� -HZV�� JSPTH[L�
JOHUNL�PZ�L_WLJ[LK�[V�OH]L�H�KPYLJ[�PTWHJ[�VU�^VTLU�
^OPSL�PU�)YHaPS��JSPTH[L�JOHUNL�^V\SK�OH]L�KL[YPTLU[HS�
PTWHJ[Z� VU� [OL� HIPSP[`� VM� MHYTLYZ� [V� LHYU� HU� PUJVTL��
Similarly, climate change threatens the lifestyles of 

[YHKP[PVUHS�JVTT\UP[PLZ��)YHaPS��2PYPIH[P��HUK�-PQP���HZ�^LSS�
HZ�[YHKP[PVUHS�HUK�PUKPNLUV\Z�RUV^SLKNL��2PYPIH[P���3VZZ�
VM�SPML��)\YRPUH�-HZV��2PYPIH[P��:YP�3HURH��HUK�:HPU[�3\JPH��
HUK�SVZZ�HUK�KHTHNL��:HPU[�3\JPH���TVYL�NLULYHSS �̀�HYL�
HSZV�TLU[PVULK�PU�[OL�5(7Z�HZ�ILPUN�VM�NYLH[�JVUJLYU��
:YP�3HURH»Z�5(7�OPNOSPNO[Z�[OH[�[OL�W\YWVZL�VM�[OL�WSHU�
is to minimize the impacts of climate change on human 

life.

Justice
;OL�WYLHTISL�VM�[OL�7HYPZ�(NYLLTLU[�YLMLYZ�[V�JSPTH[L�
justice as an important concept when taking action to 

HKKYLZZ�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL��;OYV\NOV\[�[OL�5(7Z�Z[\KPLK��
JSPTH[L� Q\Z[PJL� PZ�VUS`� YLMLYLUJLK� PU� YLSH[PVU� [V�)YHaPS»Z�
indigenous peoples. Brazil also mentions social justice 

HZ�HU� PTWLYH[P]L�WHY[�VM� Z[YH[LNPLZ� MVY� HKHW[H[PVU��-PQP�
\UKLYZJVYLZ� [OL� PTWVY[HUJL� VM� M\SÄSSPUN� :+.� ��� HUK�
WYV]PKPUN�HJJLZZ�[V�Q\Z[PJL�

Property
;OL� YPNO[� [V� WYVWLY[`� PZ� UV[� YLMLYLUJLK� PU� HU`� VM� [OL�
NAPs. Instead, references refer to property damage 

�)YHaPS�� 2LU`H�� 2PYPIH[P�� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� :YP� 3HURH�� HUK�
:HPU[�=PUJLU[� HUK� [OL�.YLUHKPULZ�� HUK� [OL�NLUKLYLK�
KPTLUZPVUZ� VM� ZLJ\YPUN� WYVWLY[`� �2PYPIH[P��� HUK�
JVTT\UHS� WYVWLY[`� �2PYPIH[P��� 2PYPIH[P�� H� ZTHSS� PZSHUK�
KL]LSVWPUN�Z[H[L��PZ�UV[�VUS`�JVUJLYULK�HIV\[�WYVWLY[`�
KLZ[Y\J[PVU��I\[�HSZV� [OL� PUJYLHZPUN� [OYLH[�VM� YLK\JLK�
VY�KPZHWWLHYPUN�WYVWLY[`�HZ�H� YLZ\S[�VM� ZLH� SL]LS� YPZL��
“Property” was also used to refer to intellectual property 

�2LU`H��:\KHU��HUK�:\YPUHTL��

Participation
7HY[PJPWH[PVU� PZ�UV[�VUS`�RL`� [V�H�O\THU� YPNO[Z�IHZLK�
HWWYVHJO�� I\[� PZ� HSZV� H� N\PKPUN� WYPUJPWSL� VM� [OL�
5(7� WYVJLZZ�� ;OL� <5-***� LUJV\YHNLZ� WLVWSL»Z�
participation in all climate action. In the NAPs studied, 

participation is addressed in many ways from the 

preparation and planning process of the NAP to its 

PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�HUK�TVUP[VYPUN�HUK�L]HS\H[PVU�

2\^HP[»Z�5(7�UV[LZ�[OH[!

¸¯BHDZ� H� WHY[PJPWH[VY`� HWWYVHJO��5(7� PZ� L_WLJ[LK� [V�
WYV]PKL�LќLJ[P]L�WHY[PJPWH[PVU�H[�[OL�SVJHS��UH[PVUHS�HUK�
YLNPVUHS�SL]LSZ�VM�UVU�NV]LYUTLU[HS�VYNHUPZH[PVUZ�HUK�
SVJHS� WVW\SH[PVUZ�� IV[O�^VTLU� HUK�TLU�� WHY[PJ\SHYS`�
resource users in policy planning, decision-making, 

HUK�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�HUK�YL]PL^�VM�[OL�5(7"�HUK�YLX\PYL�
YLN\SHY� YL]PL^� VM�� HUK� WYVNYLZZ� VM� PTWSLTLU[H[PVU¯¹� 
�.V]LYUTLU[�VM�2\^HP[����� ��W��� ��

:PTPSHYS �̀� )YHaPS� TLU[PVUZ� P[Z� L_[LUZP]L� W\ISPJ�
JVUZ\S[H[PVU�WYVJLZZ��^OPJO�PU]VS]LK�LUNHNLTLU[�^P[O�
Z[H[L�� JP]PS� ZVJPL[`� HUK� WYP]H[L� ZLJ[VY� YLWYLZLU[H[P]LZ��
PUJS\KPUN� ��� MLKLYHS� HNLUJPLZ�� ^P[O� ZWLJPÄJ� [OLTH[PJ�
network engagement. It goes on to state that further 

W\ISPJ� WHY[PJPWH[PVU� ^PSS� IL� MHJPSP[H[LK� I`� [OL� )YHaPSPHU�
Forum on Climate Change. 

In many of the NAPs, the NAP formulation process 

PZ� KLZJYPILK� PU� NYLH[� KL[HPS�� 4HU`� 5(7Z� YLMLYLUJLK�
\ZPUN�WHY[PJPWH[VY`�WYVJLZZLZ��)YHaPS��)\YRPUH�-HZV��-PQP��
.YLUHKH��2LU`H��2\^HP[��:HPU[�3\JPH��:YP�3HURH��:HPU[�
=PUJLU[��:\KHU��HUK�;PTVY�3LZ[L���^OPSZ[����VM�[OL����
5(7Z� YL]PL^LK� WYV]PKLK� KLZJYPW[PVUZ� VM� JVUK\J[PUN�
community engagements. Burkina Faso went so far 

HZ� [V� ZH`� [OH[� P[Z� 5(7»Z� Z\JJLZZ� KLWLUKZ� VU� IYVHK�
participation, while Sri Lanka underscored the cross-

cutting nature of participation. A majority also highlight 

[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�HWWS`PUN�H�NLUKLY�ZLUZP[P]L�HWWYVHJO�
�)\YRPUH�-HZV��,[OPVWPH��-PQP��2PYPIH[P��2\^HP[��:\YPUHTL��
HUK� ;PTVY�3LZ[L��� -VY� )\YRPUH� -HZV� HUK� ,[OPVWPH��
WHY[PJPWH[PVU�PZ�HSZV�RL`�[V�[OLPY�5(7�TVUP[VYPUN�LќVY[Z���

4HU`� NYV\WZ� HYL� YLMLYLUJLK� PU� [OL� 5(7Z�� ;OL� 
references range from general references to 

stakeholders and the importance of stakeholder 

LTWV^LYTLU[� �)\YRPUH� -HZV�� ,[OPVWPH�� -PQP�� 2LU`H��
2\^HP[�� :YP� 3HURH�� :HPU[� =PUJLU[�� HUK�:\KHU��� [V� [OL�
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WHY[PJPWH[PVU�VM�[OL�WYP]H[L�ZLJ[VY��-PQP��2PYPIH[P��7HSLZ[PUL��
:HPU[�3\JPH��HUK�:\YPUHTL���HUK�SVJHS�JVTT\UP[PLZ��-PQP��
2PYPIH[P�� 2\^HP[�� :YP� 3HURH��:HPU[� 3\JPH�� :HPU[� =PUJLU[�
HUK�[OL�.YLUHKPULZ��HUK�:\KHU���;OL�WHY[PJPWH[PVU�VM�
]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ�^HZ�HSZV�OPNOSPNO[LK� �:HPU[�=PUJLU[�
HUK�[OL�.YLUHKPULZ��:\YPUHTL��HUK�;PTVY�3LZ[L���^P[O�
WHY[PJ\SHY� LTWOHZPZ� VU� ^VTLU� HUK� `V\[O� �,[OPVWPH��
2PYPIH[P��HUK�:\KHU��HUK�PUKPNLUV\Z�WVW\SH[PVUZ��)YHaPS��

7HY[PJPWH[PVU� PZ� OPNOSPNO[LK� HZ� ILPUN� RL`� [V� [OL�
PTWSLTLU[H[PVU� VM� 5(7Z�� ;OLYL� HYL� YLMLYLUJLZ�
encouraging: women to increase their participation 

PU� SVJHS� NV]LYUTLU[� �)\YRPUH� -HZV�"� [OL� PUJS\ZPVU� VM�
WHY[PJPWH[VY`� \YIHU�WSHUUPUN� PU� HKHW[H[PVU� �)YHaPS�� -PQP��
HUK� :HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK� [OL� .YLUHKPULZ�"� WHY[PJPWH[VY`�
THUHNLTLU[� �)\YRPUH� -HZV�� ,[OPVWPH�� :YP� 3HURH�� HUK�
:\KHU�"� HUK� WHY[PJPWH[VY`� ZJLUHYPV� WSHUUPUN� �-PQP���
Sudan reports that poor community participation and 

PU]VS]LTLU[�PU�HKHW[H[PVU�HYL�H�NHW�PU�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�

Culture
;OL�5(7Z�Z[\KPLK�YLMLY� [V�J\S[\YL� PU� [^V�^H`Z��LP[OLY�
HZ� HKHW[H[PVU� JVU[YPI\[PUN� [V� H� ¸J\S[\YL� VM� YLZPSPLUJL¹�
VY�¸J\S[\YL�VM�WYLWHYLKULZZ¹��VY�HZ�ILPUN�JVU[HPULK�PU�
ZVJPHS�J\Z[VTZ��-VY�L_HTWSL��)YHaPS»Z�5(7�\UKLYZJVYLZ�
[OL�OPZ[VY`�VM�HKHW[H[PVU�L]PKLU[�PU�PUKPNLUV\Z�J\S[\YLZ��
HUK�OV^�J\S[\YLZ�OH]L�ILLU�PUÅ\LUJLK�I`�SVJHS�JSPTH[L�
and weather conditions. Cultural, social, and ethnic 

TPUVYP[`� Z[H[\Z� HYL� HSZV� JVUZPKLYLK� [V� JVU[YPI\[L� [V�
ZVJPHS� ]\SULYHIPSP[`� �)YHaPS��� 3HJR� VM� J\S[\YHS� ZLUZP[P]P[`�
HUK�HJJLW[HUJL�HYL�OPNOSPNO[LK�HZ�WV[LU[PHS�IHYYPLYZ�[V�
HKHW[H[PVU�HJ[PVUZ��2PYPIH[P�HUK�:HPU[�3\JPH���:\YPUHTL»Z�
5(7�HSZV�TLU[PVUZ� [OL�WV[LU[PHSS`�ULNH[P]L� PTWHJ[�VM�
J\S[\YHS�UVYTZ�[OH[�SPTP[�^VTLU»Z�HIPSP[`�[V�HJX\PYL�[OL�
skills and information needed for adaptation. Finally, 

JSPTH[L� JOHUNL� JHU� JVU[YPI\[L� [V� H� SVZZ� VM� SVJHS� HUK�
PUKPNLUV\Z�J\S[\YL��:HPU[�3\JPH��

Healthy environment
;OL� YPNO[� [V� H� OLHS[O`� LU]PYVUTLU[� PZ� N\HYHU[LLK� HZ�
part of the Constitution of Fiji and is emphasized in its 

NAP. Brazil, Burkina Faso, and Sudan also highlight 

[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�H�OLHS[O`�LU]PYVUTLU[��)YHaPS»Z�5(7�
UV[LZ�[OH[�¸OLHS[O`�LU]PYVUTLU[Z�WSH`�HU�PTWVY[HU[�YVSL�
in protecting infrastructure and increasing human safety, 

HJ[PUN� HZ� UH[\YHS� I\ќLYZ� [OH[�TP[PNH[L� [OL� PTWHJ[Z� VM�
L_[YLTL�L]LU[Z¹��W�������

Access to information 
(JJLZZ� [V� PUMVYTH[PVU� PZ� YLMLYLUJLK� PU� ZL]LYHS� ^H`Z��
^OL[OLY� HZ� H� JVUZ[P[\[PVUHS� YPNO[� �-PQP�� VY� HU� PUKPJH[VY�
VM�OV\ZLOVSK�HKHW[H[PVU�LќVY[Z� �2LU`H�HUK�,[OPVWPH���
6[OLY� 5(7Z� ^LYL�TVYL� ZWLJPÄJ� PU� ^OV� ZOV\SK� OH]L�
access to information, with Brazil and Sri Lanka 

TLU[PVUPUN� PUMVYTH[PVU� ZWLJPÄJHSS`� MVY� MHYTLYZ� HUK�
Ethiopia mentioning that access to information is a key 

WHY[�VM�JHWHJP[`�I\PSKPUN��2PYPIH[P�OPNOSPNO[LK�PUMVYTH[PVU�
NLULYH[PVU� VU� ^LH[OLY� HUK� JSPTH[L� ]HYPHIPSP[`� HUK�
salinity as one of the priorities for the country.

4VYL�ZWLJPÄJHSS �̀�)YHaPS�YLMLYLUJLZ�HJJLZZ�[V�PUMVYTH[PVU�
HZ�RL`� [V� Z\Z[HPUHISL�KL]LSVWTLU[�HUK� PTWVY[HU[� MVY�
PUMVYTPUN� WVSPJPLZ�� .YLUHKH� HUK� :\YPUHTL� TLU[PVU�
[OH[� PUMVYTH[PVU� ZOV\SK� IL� LHZPS`� HJJLZZPISL�� HUK�
Burkina Faso outlines the importance of information for 

participation and stakeholder empowerment. Capacity 

I\PSKPUN� PZ�ZVTL[PTLZ�JHSSLK�MVY� [V�LUZ\YL� PUMVYTH[PVU�
JHU� IL� LќLJ[P]LS`� \[PSPaLK� �:HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK� [OL�
.YLUHKPULZ�HUK�;PTVY�3LZ[L��

Wellbeing
>LSSILPUN� ^HZ� TLU[PVULK� PU� LPNO[� VM� [OL� ��� 5(7Z�
I\[� VUS`� Z\WLYÄJPHSS �̀� 0U� JV\U[Y`� JVU[L_[Z� HUK� V[OLY�
descriptions, countries note the potential for climate 

JOHUNL�[V�ULNH[P]LS`�PTWHJ[�O\THU�^LSSILPUN��)\YRPUH�
-HZV�� ,[OPVWPH�� 2PYPIH[P�� 2LU`H�� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� :\KHU��
HUK�;PTVY�3LZ[L���^P[O�ZVTL�ZWLJPM`PUN� [OL� PTWHJ[�VM�
KLJSPUPUN�IPVKP]LYZP[`� �-PQP��:HPU[�3\JPH��HUK�:YP�3HURH���
Countries also generally mention approaches that 

TPNO[�WYVTV[L�O\THU�^LSSILPUN��;OPZ� PUJS\KLK�NYLLU�
QVIZ� �)\YRPUH� -HZV�� HUK� YLZPSPLU[� OV\ZPUN� �-PQP��� 6UL�
VIQLJ[P]L� VM� :\KHU»Z� HKHW[H[PVU� WSHU� PU� P[Z� ,HZ[LYU�
:[H[LZ� PZ� [V� PTWYV]L� V]LYHSS� ^LSSILPUN� HUK� HJJLZZ� [V�
ZLY]PJLZ��WHY[PJ\SHYS`�PU�THYNPUHSPaLK�HYLHZ�

Health
Health, as highlighted in Article 25 of the UDHR as part 

VM� [OL� YPNO[� [V� HU�HKLX\H[L� Z[HUKHYK�VM� SP]PUN�� HUK� PU�
[OL� 0U[LYUH[PVUHS� *V]LUHU[� VU� ,JVUVTPJ�� :VJPHS� HUK�
Cultural Rights, was one of the most referenced terms 

in the search string and was mentioned in all NAPs 

studied. Climate change poses a particular threat to 
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human health, as well as to the health sector and its 

PUMYHZ[Y\J[\YL�� ;OPZ� [OYLH[� PZ� OPNOSPNO[LK� I`� ��� VM� [OL�
��� 5(7Z� �)YHaPS�� )\YRPUH� -HZV�� ,[OPVWPH�� .YLUHKH��
2LU`H�� 2PYPIH[P�� 2\^HP[�� 7HSLZ[PUL�� :YP� 3HURH�� :HPU[�
3\JPH��:\KHU��:\YPUHTL��HUK�;PTVY�3LZ[L���;OLYL�HYL�
HSZV� H� U\TILY� VM� JV\U[YPLZ� JVTTP[[LK� [V� WYV[LJ[PUN�
HUK�PTWYV]PUN�[OL�OLHS[O�VM�[OLPY�JP[PaLUZ��)\YRPUH�-HZV��
,[OPVWPH��-PQP��2\^HP[��7HSLZ[PUL��:YP�3HURH��HUK�:\KHU�

-PQP� PZ� [OL�VUS`�JV\U[Y`� [V�ZWLJPÄJHSS`� YLMLY� [V� [OL� YPNO[�
[V� OLHS[O�� [OV\NO� :HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK� [OL� .YLUHKPULZ�
KVLZ� \UKLYSPUL� P[Z� WVSPJ`� [V� WYV]PKL� \UP]LYZHS� OLHS[O�
JHYL�[OH[�¸YLÅLJ[Z�[OL�WYPUJPWSLZ�VM�LX\P[ �̀�HќVYKHIPSP[ �̀�
X\HSP[`�HUK�J\S[\YHS�HJJLW[HUJL�MVY�P[Z�JP[PaLUZ¹��W�������
2LU`H� OPNOSPNO[Z� [OL� YVSL� VM� Z\Z[HPUHISL� KL]LSVWTLU[�
PU� WYV]PKPUN� H� MV\UKH[PVU� MVY� PTWYV]PUN� OLHS[O� HUK�
ZHML[`� PU� [OL� JV\U[Y`�^OPSL� V[OLYZ� ZOHYL� [OL� ULNH[P]L�
PTWHJ[� [OH[� SPTP[LK�HJJLZZ� [V�OLHS[OJHYL�JHU�OH]L�VU�
]\SULYHISL�JVTT\UP[PLZ��2PYPIH[P��7HSLZ[PUL��HUK�:\KHU��

.YLUHKH»Z�5(7�OPNOSPNO[Z�[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�HKHW[H[PVU�
ÄUHUJL��HZ�M\UKPUN�ZOV\SK�UV[�IL�KP]LY[LK�MYVT�V[OLY�
key sectors, such as healthcare. Saint Vincent and the 

.YLUHKPULZ�JHSS�H[[LU[PVU� [V� [OL� PTWHJ[�VM�IPVKP]LYZP[`�
loss on health while Saint Lucia underscores the link 

IL[^LLU� MVVK� HUK� OLHS[O�� :PTPSHYS �̀� KL[LYPVYH[PVU� PU�
YLZV\YJLZ�� Z\JO� HZ�^H[LY� H]HPSHIPSP[`� HUK� X\HSP[ �̀� JHU�
OH]L�ULNH[P]L�PTWHJ[Z�VU�OLHS[O�

Shelter
Shelter is mostly referenced in terms of emergency 

ZOLS[LYZ� �.YLUHKH�� 2PYPIH[P�� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� HUK� :HPU[�
=PUJLU[�HUK� [OL�.YLUHKPULZ���:\YPUHTL�OPNOSPNO[Z� [OL�
PTWVY[HUJL�VM�NLUKLY�ZLUZP[P]L�ZOLS[LYZ�HUK�JVUZPKLYZ�
OV^�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL�TH`�SPTP[�HJJLZZ�[V�ZOLS[LY��6[OLY�
references were found relating to human settlements 

and infrastructure, though a thorough analysis of such 

ÄUKPUNZ�PZ�V\[ZPKL�[OL�ZJVWL�VM�[OPZ�YLZLHYJO�

Education
;OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�LK\JH[PVU�PZ�L]PKLU[�HZ�P[�PZ�TLU[PVULK�
PU� ��� VM� [OL� ��� Z[\KPLK�5(7Z�� (Z� YLMLYLUJLK� HIV]L��
Kuwait and Fiji directly mention the right to education, 

^OPSL�V[OLYZ�L_WHUK�VU� P[Z� PTWVY[HUJL� PU�V[OLY�^H`Z��
-VY� L_HTWSL�� THU �̀� PUJS\KPUN� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� OPNOSPNO[�
LK\JH[PVU�HZ�H�WYPVYP[`� ZLJ[VY��(KHW[H[PVU�LќVY[Z�HSZV�
YLX\PYL�H^HYLULZZ�JHTWHPNUZ�HUK�LU]PYVUTLU[HS�HUK�
JVUZLY]H[PVU� LK\JH[PVU� LќVY[Z� �:YP� 3HURH�� )\YRPUH�
-HZV�� .YLUHKH�� :HPU[� 3\JPH�� HUK� :HPU[� =PUJLU[� HUK�
[OL�.YLUHKPULZ���)\YRPUH�-HZV�OPNOSPNO[Z�[OH[�^VTLU»Z�

]\SULYHIPSP[`�PZ�L_HJLYIH[LK�IHZLK�VU�SPTP[LK�HJJLZZ�[V�
education and status and also states its intention to 

promote education for women. 

Movement
4V]LTLU[� ^HZ� UV[� TLHUPUNM\SS`� YLMLYLUJLK� PU� [OL�
JVU[L_[� VM� HU`� VM� [OL� 5(7Z�� /V^L]LY�� [OL� [LYT�^HZ�
\ZLK�[V�TLU[PVU�\YIHU�TVIPSP[`� �)YHaPS��� [YHUZWVY[H[PVU�
�,[OPVWPH�� HUK� 0ZYHLS»Z� YLZ[YPJ[PVU� VU� TV]LTLU[� VM�
7HSLZ[PUPHUZ��7HSLZ[PUL��

(In)security 
Article 3 of the UDHR underscores the right to life, 

SPILY[`� HUK� ZLJ\YP[ �̀� 0U� [OPZ� JVU[L_[�� ZLJ\YP[`� YLMLYZ� [V�
[OL�:[H[L»Z�VISPNH[PVU�[V�WYV[LJ[�H�WLYZVU»Z�WO`ZPJHS�HUK�
TLU[HS�ZLJ\YP[ �̀�;OPZ�JHU�YLMLY�[V�H�]HYPL[`�VM�Z\IZ[HU[P]L�
protections, such as secure sources and supply of 

food and energy. Among the NAPs, security is seldom 

YLMLYLUJLK��I\[�YH[OLY�PZ�TLU[PVULK�PU�KLZJYPIPUN�V[OLY�
YPNO[Z��Z\JO�HZ�[OL�YPNO[�[V�MVVK��MVVK�ZLJ\YP[`��HUK�[OL�
YPNO[�[V�^H[LY��^H[LY�ZLJ\YP[`���-VVK�HUK�^H[LY�^PSS�IL�
M\Y[OLY�KPZJ\ZZLK�PU�[OL�UL_[�ZLJ[PVU�

Energy security is also of particular concern in the 

JVU[L_[� VM� JSPTH[L� JOHUNL� �)YHaPS�� -PQP�� 7HSLZ[PUL�� HUK�
:\YPUHTL��� )\YRPUH� -HZV� HUK� :\YPUHTL� UV[L� [OH[� H�
reduction in rainfall and increase in temperature could 

impact hydroelectric production and threaten energy 

ZLJ\YP[ �̀� ,ULYN`� ZLJ\YP[`� PZ� HSZV� TLU[PVULK� PU� -PQP»Z�
infrastructure plan. Land tenure insecurity is mentioned 

HZ� H� JVUJLYU� I`� )YHaPS�� )\YRPUH� -HZV�� HUK� 2LU`H��
-VY�L_HTWSL��)\YRPUH�-HZV�TLU[PVUZ� [OH[� SHUK� [LU\YL�
ZLJ\YP[`�T\Z[�IL� PTWYV]LK� MVY� SHUK�JVUZLY]H[PVU�HUK�
THUHNLTLU[�� ;OLYL� HYL� HSZV� ZWLJPÄJ� TLU[PVUZ� VM�
ZLJ\YP[`�TVYL� NLULYHSS �̀� -VY� L_HTWSL�� )\YRPUH� -HZV»Z�
NAP underlines the importance of awareness raising, 

TLU[PVUPUN�[OL�PU[LU[�[V�̧ JHYY`�V\[�W\ISPJ�LK\JH[PVU�HUK�
awareness-raising measures concerning security and 

resilience to natural disasters and humanitarian crises” 

�W�� ����� (KKP[PVUHSS �̀� :\YPUHTL� TLU[PVUZ� [OL� WVZP[P]L�
PTWHJ[� [OH[� YLK\JPUN� PULX\HSP[PLZ� OHZ� VU� ZLJ\YP[ �̀�
WV]LY[`�YLK\J[PVU�HUK�ZVJPHS�PUJS\ZPVU�

Food and water 
*SPTH[L� JOHUNL� PZ� WYVQLJ[LK� [V� OH]L� ZPNUPÄJHU[�
JVUZLX\LUJLZ� VU� MVVK� WYVK\J[PVU� ^P[O� JOHUNLZ� PU�
YHPUMHSS� KPZ[YPI\[PVU�� [LTWLYH[\YL�� HUK� V[OLY� MHJ[VYZ�
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JVU[YPI\[PUN� [V� MVVK� HUK� ^H[LY� PUZLJ\YP[ �̀� 4HU`�
KL]LSVWPUN� JV\U[YPLZ� YLS`� VU� HNYPJ\S[\YL� HZ� ZPNUPÄJHU[�
parts of their economies, with many households 

PU]VS]LK�PU�MVVK�WYVK\J[PVU�WYPTHYPS`�MVY�SP]LSPOVVKZ�HUK�
Z\IZPZ[LUJL�� JVU[YPI\[PUN� [V� [OLPY� V^U� MVVK� ZLJ\YP[ �̀�
*OHUNLZ�PU�YHPUMHSS�WH[[LYUZ�HUK�[OL�YLK\JLK�H]HPSHIPSP[`�
of water resources will not only impact the food sector, 

I\[� ^PSS� HSZV� OH]L� PTWHJ[Z� VU� LULYN �̀� [YHUZWVY[H[PVU��
and infrastructure. 

-VVK� HUK�^H[LY� HYL� V]LY^OLSTPUNS`� PKLU[PÄLK� HZ� RL`�
ZLJ[VYZ� ^OLYL� HKHW[H[PVU� PZ� ULLKLK�� I\[� HZ� ZOV^U��
[OL�YPNO[Z�[V�MVVK��HUK�U\[YP[PVU��HUK�^H[LY�HYL�ZLSKVT�
YLMLYLUJLK�� ,UZ\YPUN� Z\Z[HPUHISL� HUK� ZLJ\YL� HJJLZZ�
to food and water is clearly a high priority, as these 

[LYTZ� HYL� I`� MHY� [OL� TVZ[� YLMLYLUJLK� PU� [OL� 5(7Z�
studied. Among the adaptation plans considered in this 

YLZLHYJO��YLMLYLUJLZ�[V�MVVK�HUK�^H[LY�HYL�HI\UKHU[��
HUK�HS[OV\NO�IV[O�¸MVVK¹�HUK�¸^H[LY¹�^LYL�WHY[�VM�V\Y�
original search string, the references are not laid out in 

HZ�T\JO�KL[HPS�HZ�V[OLY�ZLJ[PVUZ��NP]LU�OV^�L_[LUZP]LS`�
they are mentioned. 

Adaptation planning and implementation to secure 

[OL�YPNO[�[V�MVVK�JV]LYZ�H�]HYPL[`�VM�LSLTLU[Z��YHUNPUN�
MYVT�WYV]PKPUN�JSPTH[L�ZLY]PJLZ4�[V�MHYTLYZ�HUK�YLSL]HU[�
stakeholders, to securing land rights and water 

YLZV\YJLZ�� 0U� THU`� VM� [OL� 5(7Z�� [OLYL� HYL� ZWLJPÄJ�
Z[YH[LNPLZ� YLSH[PUN� [V� MVVK� HUK� U\[YP[PVU� ZLJ\YP[`� HUK�
VY�HNYPJ\S[\YL��;OL`�YLJVNUPaL� [OL� PTWVY[HUJL�VM� MVVK�
ZLJ\YP[`�VU�H�UH[PVUHS� SL]LS��HZ�^LSS�HZ� [OL� PTWHJ[Z�VM�
food insecurity on households and local communities, 

NP]LU� [OL� SHYNL�WVW\SH[PVUZ�VM� MHYTLYZ� PU�THU`�VM� [OL�
NAP reporting countries. Food plays a key role in social 

YLZPSPLUJL�� PTWHJ[PUN� [OL�NLULYHS�OLHS[O�HUK�^LSSILPUN�

VM�H�WVW\SH[PVU��HUK�]\SULYHISL�WVW\SH[PVUZ�VM[LU�OH]L�
higher food insecurity. Some countries underscore the 

ULLK� MVY� \UP]LYZHS� HJJLZZ� [V� MVVK�� KPYLJ[S`� YLSH[PUN� [V�
the right to food. 

;OL� PTWHJ[� [OH[� JSPTH[L� JOHUNL� PZ� OH]PUN� VU� ^H[LY�
H]HPSHIPSP[ �̀� ^H[LY� OLHS[O�� HUK� ZHUP[H[PVU� PZ� H� JH\ZL�
MVY� JVUJLYU� HJYVZZ� [OL� NSVIL� HUK� PZ� YLÅLJ[LK� PU� HSS�
Z\ITP[[LK� 5(7Z�� ;OYLH[Z� [V� ^H[LY� ZLJ\YP[`� PUJS\KL�
changes in weather and precipitation patterns, 

JOHUNLZ� PU� L]HWV[YHUZWPYH[PVU�� PUJYLHZPUNS`� MYLX\LU[�
HUK� PU[LUZL� O`KYVSVNPJHS� L]LU[Z�� V\[IYLHRZ� VM� ^H[LY�
IVYUL�KPZLHZLZ��HUK�KYV\NO[Z� Countries also note that 

ZVTL�WVW\SH[PVUZ� HYL� WHY[PJ\SHYS`� ]\SULYHISL� [V�^H[LY� 
PUZLJ\YP[`� IHZLK� VU� [OLPY� YLSPHUJL� VU� LJVZ`Z[LT� 
ZLY]PJLZ� MVY� SP]LSPOVVKZ� HUK� Z\IZPZ[LUJL�� (KKP[PVUHSS �̀ 
^H[LY� Z[YLZZ� JHU� OH]L� H� NLUKLYLK� PTWHJ[� VU�
OV\ZLOVSKZ��HZ�^VTLU�HUK�NPYSZ�HYL�VM[LU�YLZWVUZPISL� 
MVY� JVSSLJ[PUN� ^H[LY� MVY� [OL� ^OVSL� OV\ZLOVSK�� ;V� 
address such issues, adaptation planning includes  

LUOHUJPUN�^H[LY�THUHNLTLU[�� I\PSKPUN� PUMYHZ[Y\J[\YL� 
to protect water resources, and increasing water- 

YLSH[LK�LK\JH[PVU�IV[O�NLULYHSS`�HUK� MVY�JVUZLY]H[PVU� 
purposes. 

Adaptation in the water sector includes goals related 

[V!� LUZ\YPUN� HJJLZZ� [V� JSLHU� ^H[LY� MVY� HSS"� PTWYV]PUN�
ZHUP[H[PVU� HJJLZZ"� WYV[LJ[PUN� ^H[LY� X\HSP[`"� HUK�
WYL]LU[PUN saltwater intrusion. Countries highlight the 

ULLK� [V� LUOHUJL�^H[LY�THUHNLTLU[�� PTWYV]L�^H[LY�
OHY]LZ[PUN�[LJOUPX\LZ��HUK�JVUZLY]L�̂ H[LY��(KKP[PVUHSS �̀�
THU`� JHSS� [V� PUJYLHZL� H^HYLULZZ� HIV\[� JVUZLY]H[PVU�
and water-related health issues, with some also noting 

[OH[�^H[LY�ZJHYJP[`�TH`�JH\ZL�VY�HNNYH]H[L�^H[LY�\ZL�
JVUÅPJ[Z��

4.    !is refers to the translation, tailoring, packaging, and communication of climate data to various users such as farmers, pastoralists, 
and fishers to inform their decisions on their livelihoods (Anschell et al., 2021).
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5.    See https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Guidelines/Pages/Supplements.aspx

:`Z[LTH[PJHSS`� HWWS`PUN� H� O\THU� YPNO[Z�IHZLK�
approach and directly referencing human rights 

VISPNH[PVUZ�^PSS�LUZ\YL�[OH[�¸[OL�TVZ[�]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ�
and communities” are the focus of adaptation planning 

and implementation, an important goal of NAPs. 

;OPZ�Z[\K`� MV\UK�[OH[� [OLYL�HYL�H�]HYPL[`�VM�^H`Z� [OH[�
O\THU�YPNO[Z�HYL�IV[O�KPYLJ[S`�HUK�PUKPYLJ[S`�YLMLYLUJLK�
[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�Z\ITP[[LK�5(7Z��/V^L]LY��PU�HSS�I\[�VUL�
plan, they are not systematically referenced in NAPs. 

While referenced, human rights are not generally used 

to guide any part of the NAP process. As such, the 

5(7Z�SLH]L�T\JO�[V�IL�KLZPYLK�PU�THRPUN�O\THU�YPNO[Z�
WYPUJPWSLZ�IV[O�H�N\PKL�PU�WSHUUPUN�HUK�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU��
HZ� ^LSS� HZ� PU� KLÄUPUN� KLZPYHISL� V\[JVTLZ� [OH[�
YLWYLZLU[� [OL� LU[P[SLTLU[Z� VM� ]\SULYHISL� NYV\WZ� HUK�
communities. Despite repeated assertions, especially 

I`� [OL�<5�:WLJPHS�9HWWVY[L\YZ�VU�O\THU� YPNO[Z�HUK�
[OL� LU]PYVUTLU[� HUK� V[OLY� ZJOVSHYZ�� [OH[� JSPTH[L�
JOHUNL�PZ�H�O\THU�YPNO[Z�PZZ\L��2UV_������"�9HQHTHUP��
����"�3PTVU������"�2UV_�HUK�)V`K������"�([HWH[[\��

�������HKKYLZZPUN�[OL�ULLKZ�VM�]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ�HUK�
JVTT\UP[PLZ�PU�[OL�5(7Z�JVU[PU\LZ�[V�IL�H�JOHSSLUNL�
MVY�THU`�JV\U[YPLZ��;OLYL�HYL�H�]HYPL[`�VM�ZV\YJLZ�HUK�
[VVSZ�HSYLHK`�H]HPSHISL�[V�OLSW�Z[HRLOVSKLYZ�\UKLY[HRL�
NAP planning, which are posted on the UNFCCC 

^LIZP[L�5� ;OL`� PUJS\KL� [VVSRP[Z� MVY� NLUKLY� PUJS\ZPVU�
�+Hat�HUK�*O\YJO����� ���]LY[PJHS�PU[LNYH[PVU��+Hat�HUK�
*O\YJO����� ���HUK�PU[LNYH[PVU�VM�PUKPNLUV\Z�RUV^SLKNL�
�*YH^OHSS���������;OLYL�PZ�UV[�`L[�HU`�N\PKHUJL�VU�OV^�
[V� HKKYLZZ� ZVJPHS� LX\P[`� PZZ\LZ� HUK�W\YZ\L� H� O\THU�
YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� T\JO� TVYL� L_WSPJP[S`� PU� 5(7�
WSHUUPUN�HUK� PTWSLTLU[H[PVU��5L]LY[OLSLZZ��-PQP»Z�5(7�
PZ�L_LTWSHY`�PU�[LYTZ�VM�[OL�^H`�PU�^OPJO�O\THU�YPNO[Z�
principles guided its formulation. Following up on its 

implementation will yield insights, as Fiji managed to 

PU[LNYH[L�Z\IZ[HU[P]L�HUK�WYVJLK\YHS�YPNO[Z�PU�P[Z�5(7�

By outlining some of the ways in which human rights 

are directly and indirectly referenced throughout 

[OL� L_PZ[PUN� 5(7Z�� ^L� JHU� JVUZPKLY� ^OH[� H� O\THU�

;OL�^H`�MVY^HYK!�(�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�
approach to national adaptation planning

Women from the Ifugao minority group near rice terraces in Banaue, Philippines – Kobby Dagan/Shutterstock
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YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� [V� HKHW[H[PVU� TPNO[� SVVR� SPRL�
PU� [^V� ^H`Z�� ;OL� ÄYZ[� JVUJLYUZ� OV^� H� YPNO[Z�IHZLK�
HWWYVHJO��\UKLYZ[VVK�IYVHKS �̀�^PSS� LUHISL�TLHUPUNM\S�
PUJS\ZPVU�VM�]\SULYHISL�NYV\WZ�HUK�JVTT\UP[PLZ�PU�[OL�
NAP process and ensure that the outcomes of NAPs 

HYL� ZVJPHSS`� LX\P[HISL�� PUJS\ZP]L� HUK� YLZWVUK� [V� [OLPY�
JVUJLYUZ� HUK� WYPVYP[PLZ�� ;OL� ZLJVUK� JVUJLYUZ� OV^�
a human rights framing of the NAP process can also 

MHJPSP[H[L� [OL� M\SÄSTLU[� VM� :[H[L� VISPNH[PVUZ� [V� O\THU�
YPNO[Z�[YLH[PLZ�[OH[�[OL`�OH]L�HSYLHK`�YH[PÄLK��;OPZ�JV\SK�
PUJS\KL�IYPUNPUN�PU�UH[PVUHS�O\THU�YPNO[Z�JVTTPZZPVUZ��
^VTLU»Z� TPUPZ[YPLZ� HUK� KLWHY[TLU[Z�� HUK�VY�

PU[LYUH[PVUHS� [YLH[`�IHZLK� VY� JOHY[LY�IHZLK� O\THU�
rights mechanisms that are tasked with implementing 

UH[PVUHS�JVTTP[TLU[Z�[V�ZPNULK�VY�YH[PÄLK�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�
O\THU� YPNO[Z� JVU]LU[PVUZ� PU[V� 5(7� WSHUUPUN� HUK�
implementation. 

;OL�5(7�WYVJLZZ�JVUZPZ[Z�VM�ZL]LYHS�LSLTLU[Z��WSHUUPUN��
PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�� HUK� TVUP[VYPUN� HUK� L]HS\H[PVU�� HUK�
LUHISPUN� MHJ[VYZ� �ÄUHUJPUN�� PUZ[P[\[PVUHS�HYYHUNLTLU[Z��
PUMVYTH[PVU� ZOHYPUN� HUK� JHWHJP[`� KL]LSVWTLU[��
�<5-***� 3+*� ,_WLY[� .YV\W�� ����"� /HTTPSS� L[� HS���
������HZ�PSS\Z[YH[LK�PU�-PN\YL���

Figure 2. The NAP process (Source: Adapted from Hamill et al., 2020: 6)

;OL� 5(7� WYVJLZZ� ZLLRZ� [V� LUOHUJL� HUK� L_WHUK�
[OL� HKHW[P]L� JHWHJP[`� VM� ]\SULYHISL� NYV\WZ� HUK�
JVTT\UP[PLZ�� (KHW[P]L� JHWHJP[`� PZ� HSZV� RUV^U� HZ�
capacity of response. Such capacity of response refers 

[V� [OL� ¸Z`Z[LT»Z� HIPSP[`� [V� HKQ\Z[� [V� H� KPZ[\YIHUJL��
TVKLYH[L� WV[LU[PHS� KHTHNL�� [HRL� HK]HU[HNL� VM�
VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�� HUK� JVWL� ^P[O� [OL� JVUZLX\LUJLZ� VM�
H� [YHUZMVYTH[PVU� [OH[� VJJ\YZ¹� �.HSSVWxU�� ������ W��
� ����,UZVY�L[�HS�� �������WYV]PKL�LU[Y`�WVPU[Z�VU�OV^�
[V� PU[LNYH[L� H� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� [V� HKHW[P]L�
JHWHJP[`� [OH[� ^PSS� HJOPL]L� [OL� [^V� ^H`Z� PKLU[PÄLK�
HIV]L�� ;OPZ� YPNO[Z�IHZLK� HWWYVHJO� PZ� IHZLK� VU� [OL�
WYPUJPWSLZ�VM�LX\HSP[ �̀�[YHUZWHYLUJ �̀�HJJV\U[HIPSP[ �̀�HUK�
LTWV^LYTLU[�� ,X\HSP[`� TLHUZ� LX\HSP[`� ILMVYL� [OL�

law and addressing how societal structures underpin 

[OL� L_JS\ZPVU� HUK� KPZJYPTPUH[PVU� MHJLK� I`� ]\SULYHISL�
NYV\WZ��;YHUZWHYLUJ`� YLMLYZ� [V� [OL�UH[\YL�VM�KLJPZPVU�
THRPUN� HUK� OV^� HJJLZZPISL� [OL� KLJPZPVU�THRPUN�
WYVJLZZ�PZ�[V�Z\JO�NYV\WZ��(JJV\U[HIPSP[`�YLSH[LZ�[V�OV^�
[OL`�OVSK�[OVZL�^P[O�WV^LY�HUK�K\[PLZ�HJJV\U[HISL�MVY�
their actions and decisions. Empowerment refers to 

[OLPY�HIPSP[`�HUK�HNLUJ`�[V�ZLLR�LX\HSP[ �̀�[YHUZWHYLUJ �̀�
HUK� HJJV\U[HIPSP[ �̀� ;HISL� �� KLZJYPILZ� [OLZL� LU[Y`�
WVPU[Z�HUK� [OLPY� ZPNUPÄJHUJL� MVY�HKHW[P]L�JHWHJP[ �̀� HZ�
^LSS�HZ�WYV]PKPUN�L_HTWSLZ�VM�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�Z[YH[LNPLZ��
;OL�UL_[�Z[LW�TV]PUN�MVY^HYK�PZ�[V�YLÄUL�[OLZL�Z[LWZ�
HUK�KL]LSVW�KL[HPSLK�N\PKHUJL�VU�OV^� [OLZL�JHU�IL�
integrated into the NAP process.

Capacity
Development

Financing

Information
Sharing

Institutional
Arrangements

Planning

Monitoring &
Evaluation

Implementation

NAP PROCESS

ENABLING FACTORS
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Table 4. Entry points proposed by Ensor et al. (2015, p. 41) for a rights-based approach to adaptive 
capacity, which is essentially what the NAP process is intending to address

Entry point Description :PNUPÄJHUJL�MVY�
adaptive capacity Example of rights-based strategies

Social Everyday 
interactions, 
encompassing 
a broad range 
of institutions, 
networks, 
organizations 
and actors (e.g. 
family, civil 
society, gender, 
ethnicity, and 
customary 
norms)

Social relations 
mediate access to 
material and non-
material resources 
and services, 
HUK�PUÅ\LUJL�
how people 
interact with each 
other and their 
environment. 

Community 
empowerment

*VU[L_[�ZWLJPÄJ�LTWV^LYTLU[�
processes can challenge particular 
aspects of social relations within 
communities, for instance, gender 
norms that discourage participation 
of women in decision making. 

Change from 
within

Human rights principles are 
articulated drawing on existing social 
and cultural norms and institutions, 
such as religion or traditional 
practices, which are used as the 
basis for change processes.

Political Decision 
making in 
institutions and 
organizations 
and the 
associated role 
of networks 
and actors 
in exercising 
authority

Institutional 
and power 
relationships 
determine the 
processes and 
norms through 
which adaptation 
decisions are 
made and 
resources are 
secured, as well 
as the possibility 
of participation in 
such processes.

Awareness 
raising

Building public knowledge in order to 
pressure for change e.g. in existing 
laws and policies, to reinforce 
human rights norms, as well as 
responsibilities of duty bearers in 
KPɈLYLU[�ZL[[PUNZ��

Alliance 
building

Developing advocacy networks 
among communities, NGOs, social 
movements, associations and 
community-based organizations 
to build voice, reduce risk, monitor 
state action and secure a greater role 
for communities in decision making 
and agenda setting.

Administrative Institutions and 
organizations 
of the state and 
related actors 
(e.g. government 
VɉJLYZ��WVSPJ`�
processes, 
mechanisms 
of delivery 
and oversight 
of public and 
private actors)

State 
administrative 
functions have the 
potential to deliver, 
enable, regulate or 
restrict access to 
the resources and 
services necessary 
to support 
adaptation (both 
material resources 
Z\JO�HZ�ÄUHUJL��
and non-material 
resources such 
as information 
services).

Capacity 
building

Building capacity among 
communities to claim rights and 
to advocate for policy changes or 
policy implementation. Building 
capacity of state actors to enable 
[OLT�[V�YLJVNUPaL�HUK�M\SÄS�[OLPY�
duties.

Relationship 
building

)\PSKPUN�LɈLJ[P]L�^VYRPUN�
relationships between rights 
holders in communities and state 
duty bearers. (While “naming 
and shaming” of the state is the 
traditional mainstay of human rights 
advocacy, it is used less frequently 
as a rights-based development 
strategy.)

Legal Legal 
institutions and 
organizations, 
justice 
mechanisms and 
actors

Legal regimes 
regulate access to 
and control over 
natural resources, 
decision making 
(including 
opportunities for 
accountability 
and redress) and 
material and non-
material resources 
for adaptation.

Litigation Litigation may be pursued in 
anticipation of a successful court 
case, in particular to hold the 
state accountable in their duties to 
YLZWLJ[��WYV[LJ[�HUK�M\SÄS�O\THU�
rights obligations.

Strategic use 
of law

The threat of litigation alone can 
be enough to secure political 
change. Alternatively, litigation may 
be pursued with the intention of 
bringing an issue or new information 
to public attention.
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A map of Indochina peninsula – Anton Balazh/Shutterstock
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;OPZ� Z[\K`� OHZ� YL]PL^LK�OV^�O\THU� YPNO[Z�^LYL� PU[LNYH[LK� PU[V� [OL� ÄYZ[�NLULYH[PVU�
5(7Z�H]HPSHISL�VUSPUL�K\YPUN����������� [V�WYV]PKL�N\PKHUJL�VU�OV^� [V�LUZ\YL� [OL�
HKVW[PVU�VM�O\THU�YPNO[Z�WYPUJPWSLZ�PU�[OL�5(7�WYVJLZZ��;OL�THPU�ÄUKPUN�PZ�[OH[�[OLZL�
WYPUJPWSLZ�KV�UV[�YLHSS`�MLH[\YL�T\JO�PU�[OL�YL]PL^LK�5(7Z��;OLYL�HYL�ZVTL�UV[HISL�I\[�
SPTP[LK�L_HTWSLZ��;OL�JOHSSLUNL�HOLHK�PZ�[V�L_WSVYL�OV^�[V�PUZ[P[\[PVUHSPaL�H�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�
HWWYVHJO�PU�VUNVPUN�5(7�WSHUUPUN�HUK�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU��HUK�[V�KL]LSVW�N\PKHUJL�HZ�[V�
^OH[�H�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�HWWYVHJO�[V�[OL�5(7�WYVJLZZ�^V\SK�SVVR�SPRL��0KLHZ�MVY�HJOPL]PUN�
[OLZL�HPTZ�OH]L�ILLU�KPZJ\ZZLK� PU�H�IYPLM�W\ISPZOLK� PU������ �)LYUHYK�L[�HS����������
;OLU�� [OLYL� ZOV\SK�IL�LќVY[Z�THKL� [V�KL]LSVW� [OL�JHWHJP[PLZ�VM�5(7�WSHUULYZ�HUK�
PTWSLTLU[VYZ�[V�\ZL�Z\JO�N\PKHUJL��^OPSL�HSZV�KL]LSVWPUN�H�TVUP[VYPUN�MYHTL^VYR�[V�
[YHJR�WYVNYLZZ�HUK�NSLHU�PUZPNO[Z�MYVT�[OL�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�VM�H�YPNO[Z�IHZLK�HWWYVHJO��
ZV�HZ�[V�LUHISL�P[LYH[P]L�SLHYUPUN��4V]PUN�MVY^HYK��5(7�HJ[VYZ�HUK�Z[HRLOVSKLYZ�JHU�
YLÄUL� [OL�LU[Y`�WVPU[Z�V\[SPULK�HIV]L�HUK�KL]LSVW�KL[HPSLK�N\PKHUJL�VU�OV^� [OLZL�
H]LU\LZ�JHU�IL�PU[LNYH[LK�PU[V�[OL�WYVJLZZ�VM�5(7Z��

Conclusion
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;OL� H\[OVYZ� NYH[LM\SS`� HJRUV^SLKNL� [OL� JVU[YPI\[PVUZ� WYV]PKLK� I`� THU`� WLVWSL�
[OYV\NOV\[� [OL� JV\YZL�VM� [OPZ� YLZLHYJO� Z[\K �̀�>L�^V\SK� SPRL� [V� L_WYLZZ�V\Y� ZPUJLYL�
HWWYLJPH[PVU� [V� +Y� *SH\KPH� 0[\HY[L�3PTH� �9>0�� HUK� +Y� :\T\K\� ([HWH[[\� �<UP]LYZP[`�
VM�>PZJVUZPU�4HKPZVU�� MVY� [OLPY�]HS\HISL� PUZPNO[Z�HUK�JVTTLU[Z��>L�^V\SK�HSZV� SPRL�
[V� [OHUR� +Y� =VUN� :VR� �(:,(5� :LJYL[HYPH[� ,U]PYVUTLU[� +P]PZPVU��� 4Z� 3L� ;OP� 5HT�
/\VUN��(:,(5�:LJYL[HYPH[�/\THU�9PNO[Z�+P]PZPVU���HUK�7YVMLZZVY�(THYH�7VUNZHWPJO�
�(:,(5�0U[LYNV]LYUTLU[HS�*VTTPZZPVU�VU�/\THU�9PNO[Z��(0*/9��;OHPSHUK��MVY�[OLPY�
\ZLM\S� PUW\[Z�H[� [OL�9HV\S�>HSSLUILYN� 0UZ[P[\[L»Z� YV\UK[HISL�^OLYL� [OL� PUP[PHS� ÄUKPUNZ�
of the report were presented. Finally, the authors wish to thank Ms Delia Paul and 

4Z�:HYHO�4J*H\SL`�MVY�WYV]PKPUN�LKP[VYPHS�HZZPZ[HUJL��([OPTH�)O\RKLL^\[O�^HZ�[OL�
NYHWOPJ�KLZPNULY�VM� [OL�YLWVY[��;OL�WYVQLJ[�^HZ�M\UKLK�I`�[OL�:^LKPZO� 0U[LYUH[PVUHS�
+L]LSVWTLU[�*VVWLYH[PVU�(NLUJ`� �:PKH�� VM� [OL�.V]LYUTLU[� VM� :^LKLU�� ;OL� ]PL^Z�
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COP  Conference of the Parties

LDC� � SLHZ[�KL]LSVWLK�JV\U[Y`

NAP  national adaptation plan

SDGs� � [OL�:\Z[HPUHISL�+L]LSVWTLU[�.VHSZ

UDHR� � <UP]LYZHS�+LJSHYH[PVU�VM�/\THU�9PNO[Z

UNFCCC� <5�-YHTL^VYR�*VU]LU[PVU�VU�*SPTH[L�*OHUNL

(IIYL]PH[PVUZ
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