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Introduction Theory Methodology

My research sets out to analyse how two different areas in * Fieldwork Period: September 2013 — June 2014
the Ethiopian highlands are responding to the need for
adaptation to climate change by studying the UNDP-GEF
Small Grants Programme (SGP). Impacts of climate change
In the highlands are non-linear and multidimensional in terms
of both social and ecological aspects. Adaptation measures
therefore need to be devised in a way to build adaptive
capacity of community in a holistic sense through examining
various components of socio-ecological systems rather than
reviewing impacts that have not yet come. In both locations,
CBA projects have been prioritised, but it is argued that this Map of Ethiopia
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Ecology * The Politics of Knowledge, Scale and Representation:

Understanding of climate change is discursively
constructed; The definition of community, in particular with
regard to scale, is diverse; Gender, wealth, education level,
age and social status play a great role in decision-making

approach has not been effectively theorised, relying instead CeF SeP ETHIOPIA process ot CBA.

on field experience to develop their ideas. PROJECT LOCATION MAP * A sheer autonomy of the village from the local government
. 2006 - 2010 . er . _ . ,
i s Ao o Is often difficult to achieve during the implementation of

CBA. Ethiopia has complex and layered socio-political
structures Iin society. These structures have been
constructed throughout a history of village and are still
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Research Questions

The overarching question that frames this

research is,
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To what extent do social and political g ui P 5 5 /T/ N are deeply embedded in the society affect the
. . . 5 = L j\%( iImplementation process of CBA (e.g. neo-patrimonialism,
structures of community shape the building of adaptive P } »yY - . 4 . L .
\ N a4 long-standing authoritarian governance systems, nepotism,

capacity in CBA projects: [ g top-down and centralised administrative bureaucracy).
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Through scrutinising this question, it aims to answer the central - Klomerers
questions of CBA:

* The Relevance of Politics: CBA projects redefine the power
geometry of actors and institutions within and outside
communities (and often vice versa) simultaneously.

To what extent does the current practice of CBA empower local
communities? Do all members of communities benefit equally?
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