
Coordinating 
Climate-Resilient 
Development 

No single approach to integrating climate adaptation 
considerations into sector planning exists. However, 
concrete examples are emerging as more countries 
pursue NAP processes. South-South sharing of 
experiences through the NAP Global Network has 
shown that in the early stages of NAP processes, 
the impetus for sector integration can be found in 
different ministries and at different levels depending 
on the country context. A spectrum of approaches 
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to initiating sector integration of climate adaptation 
is emerging, ranging from sector-driven to nationally 
driven approaches.

Building on an earlier overview brief, this sNAPshot 
takes a closer look at how Jamaica initiated sectoral 
integration of climate adaptation considerations, 
and how this compares with approaches that other 
countries are taking.
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Box 1: Climate change and development in Jamaica

A small, mountainous Caribbean island, Jamaica’s national development and key sectors are highly 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including sea-level rise, droughts, coastal erosion, and 
increasing temperatures. The country’s economy is highly dependent on service industries, including 
tourism, which account for more than 70 per cent of Jamaica’s GDP. Agriculture accounts for another 7 
per cent.  Meanwhile, Jamaica’s Climate Change Policy Framework (2015) identifies the following as the 
sectors most vulnerable to climate change:

•  Coastal and marine resources
•  Water resources
•  Human settlements and infrastructure
•  Agriculture
•  Tourism
•  Human health
•  Energy

Both Jamaica’s national development plan, Vision 2030, and Jamaica’s Climate Change Policy 
Framework recognize the importance of integrating adaptation considerations across these vulnerable 
sectors to ensure climate-resilient development.

Sources: CIA, 2016; Government of Jamaica, 2015



Plans and Strategies for Climate 
Adaptation and Development

Over the past decade, the Government of Jamaica 
has started to understand climate change as a 
national development challenge that concerns all 
sectors of the economy, rather than as a strictly 
environmental issue. Jamaica’s first long-term 
National Development Plan, Vision 2030, 
includes a focus on “hazard risk reduction 
and adaptation to climate change” as one of 
its 15 national outcomes. The plan, which aims to 
transform Jamaica from a middle-income country 
to a developed country by 2030, intends “to provide 
the framework to ensure that climate change 
issues are mainstreamed into national policies 
and development activities.” The Plan includes the 
objective to “create mechanisms to fully consider 
the impacts of climate change and “climate proof’’ 
all national policies and plans.” A National Climate 
Change Policy Framework was also approved by 
the Government of Jamaica in late 2015. 

Both Vision 2030 and Jamaica’s National Climate 
Change Policy Framework call for the development 

Figure 1: Jamaica on the spectrum of approaches to initiating sectoral integration of climate 

of sector-specific climate change strategies 
for Jamaica’s most vulnerable sectors. 
Therefore, at the sector level initiatives are already 
underway to develop climate change strategies and 
action plans. Some sectors, such as agriculture, are 
developing stand-alone climate change strategies or 
action plans with the aim of later integrating them 
into their overall sector strategies. Others, such as 
the forestry sector, are taking advantage of ongoing 
updates to existing sector plans or strategies to 
directly integrate adaptation within them. The 
adaptation priorities and approaches taken by these 
vulnerable sectors are later expected to be merged 
into a national adaptation strategy and action plan.

Jamaica is therefore an example of a hybrid 
approach to initiating sector integration in Figure 1:  
Vision 2030 identifies addressing climate risks as 
a national development priority, calling for efforts 
by vulnerable sectors to begin their own adaptation 
planning. In turn, the strategies that vulnerable 
sectors are now developing will feed into a national 
adaptation strategy and action plan.

Jamaica is an example of a hybrid approach to initiating sector integration of climate adaptation. Jamaica’s national 
development plan, Vision 2030, includes both a clearly defined national climate change  outcome and calls for national 
and sectoral strategies to achieve it. Vision 2030 and Jamaica’s National Climate Change Policy have launched a 
process through which climate change considerations are currently being integrated into priority sector-specific policies 

Jamaica



Figure 2: Institutional Arrangements for Climate Adaptation and Development Planning Across Sectors

Institutional Arrangements for Climate 
Adaptation and Development Planning 
Across Sectors

The Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), a national 
agency of the Ministry of Finance and Planning 
(MOFP), has played a central role in ensuring that 
climate change is treated as a national development 
priority and cross-sector issue. The PIOJ has the 
mission to lead policy formulation on economic and 
social issues to achieve sustainable development, 
and is the National Technical Secretariat for 
Vision 2030 Jamaica. The PIOJ is responsible for 
coordinating all development efforts under Vision 
2030 and for monitoring and evaluating results. 
It oversees Thematic Working Groups on each of 
Vision 2030’s outcomes, including the one on Hazard 
Risk Reduction and Adaptation to Climate Change. 

Jamaica has also established an institutional 
coordination structure for addressing climate 
change. A new Ministry of Water, Land, 
Environment and Climate Change (MWLECC) 
was established in 2012. In 2013, a Climate 
Change Division (CCD) was founded under 
MWLECC to coordinate climate change activities 

across sectors. CCD also collaborates with 
the Vision 2030 working group on Hazard Risk 
Reduction and Adaptation to Climate Change to 
support integration of adaptation considerations 
into development planning. A Climate Change 
Focal Point Network established in March 2014 is 
presently composed of 27 focal points drawn from 
all government ministries and selected government 
departments and agencies. This number is set 
to increase in the near future when focal points 
from additional agencies and local government 
organizations will be appointed. These focal points 
are expected to report regularly to the CCD and are 
responsible for supporting the integration of climate 
adaptation planning at the sectoral level. Finally, 
although not currently active, a Climate Change 
Advisory Board is envisioned to provide scientific 
and technical advice to the CCD and the Minister, 
with representation from across sectors, academia, 
and the private sector.

Figure 2 illustrates the institutional arrangements 
that are in place and the levels at which integration 
of climateadaptation into sector and development 
planning takes place. 
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The U.S. flag is arguably one of the stron-
gest and most recognizable symbols in the 
world.  It represents U.S. national values 
and cuts across cultures and languages.  

The U.S. Department of State conducts 
a broad array of programs and activities 
overseas to promote democracy, human 
rights, science and technology, and sus-
tainable economic development; increase 
mutual understanding; counter terror-
ism; and help create a safer, more secure, 
and prosperous world.  By better inform-
ing foreign audiences about Department 
partnership and sponsorship of programs, 
our provision of humanitarian, economic, 
technical, and other types of assistance, 
and our efforts to address issues of com-
mon interest, we can increase the visibility 
and understanding of Department activities 
abroad while significantly advancing U.S. 
foreign policy objectives and the national 
interest.

A standard U.S. flag must be used alone 
or in conjunction with the Department of 
State seal, the U.S. Embassy seal, or other 
currently approved DOS program logos for 
all program, assistance, and event public-
ity materials toward which the Department 
has contributed funding, unless implement-
ed by interagency partners or otherwise 
excepted from these guidelines.  When 
foreign citizens see the U.S. flag, they 
should know the aid, event, or materials 
were partly or fully made possible by the 
government of the United States.

The objective is for foreign audiences 
overseas to visibly connect the U.S. flag to 
Department of State assistance, programs, 
conferences, events, materials, etc., con-
ducted, produced, or made possible by U.S. 
government support.

The FlagFinancial support for the NAP Global Network provided 
by Germany and the United States

Secretariat hosted by the International  
Institute for Sustainable Development 

The NAP Global Network is a group of individuals and institutions who are coming together to enhance 
bilateral support for the NAP process in developing countries. Based on experiences and lessons shared 
through the activities of the NAP Global Network, sNAPshots highlight examples of how countries are 
currently approaching different aspects of the NAP process. 

The NAP Global Network is funded by the United States Department of State and Germany’s Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. The opinions, findings and conclusions stated 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Network’s funders.

www.napglobalnetwork.org 
 info@napglobalnetwork.org 

 @NAP_Network

About the NAP Global Network and sNAPshots series

Coordinating Donor Support for Adaptation 
Across Sectors

Donors working in Jamaica have to align their support 
with Vision 2030, which includes addressing climate risk 
as a priority, and the climate change policy framework. 
PIOJ’s External Cooperation Management and Project 
Development Department reviews donors’ country 
strategies and projects to be funded. In principle, 
requests for funding from any ministry must also first go 
through this department, although coordination meetings 
are often held between specific sector ministries and 
development partners on an as-needed basis. 

At the time of writing, the development of sector-specific 
climate change strategies and action plans is expected 
to be supported by three different donors: USAID; the 
Climate Investment Fund through the Inter-American 
Development Bank/World Bank under the Pilot Program 
for Climate Resilience (PPCR), and the European Union 
through the Caribbean Community Climate Change 
Centre (5Cs). Coordination among these donors as well 
as interministerial coordination will be crucial to the 
successful integration of adaptation into these sector 
strategies, and alignment with overall development 
priorities. 

Contact
Albert Daley, Principal Director, Climate Change Division
Ministry of Water, Land, Environment and Climate 
Change (MWLECC)
Email: albert.daley@mwlecc.gov.jm 
Phone: +1-876 633-7354; 633-7359; 441-2877
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